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Here, by popular demand, is the updated edition to Joel Best's classic guide to
understanding how numbers can confuse us. In his new afterword, Best uses
examples from recent policy debates to reflect on the challenges to improving
statistical literacy. Since its publication ten years ago, Damned Lies and Statistics
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think critically about these influential numbers.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"[An] absolutely fascinating and sobering quest into the fantastic differences between the world as it is and
the world as it is portrayed in the statistics the media use. . . .This book is simply a must."—Nachman Ben-
Yehuda, author of The Masada Myth

"Best is our leading authority on social problems today. His detective work in exposing the spurious use of
statistics is essential to constructive social science. No one who speaks for the public welfare can ignore his
powerful work."—Jonathan B. Imber, Editor-in-Chief, Society

"Joel Best is at it again. In Damned Lies and Statistics, he shows how statistics are manipulated,
mismanaged, misrepresented, and massaged by officials and other powerful groups to promote their agendas.
He is a master at examining taken-for-granted "facts" and debunking them through careful sociological
scrutiny."—Patricia Adler, author of Peer Power

"A real page turner. Best is the John Grisham of sociology!"—James Holstein, author of The New Language
of Qualitative Method

"In our era, numbers are as much a staple of political debates as stories. And just as stories so often turn into
fables, so Best shows that we often believe the most implausible of numbers--to the detriment of us
all."—Peter Reuter, co-author of Drug War Heresies: Learning from Other Vices,Times and Places

About the Author

Joel Best is Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice at the University of Delaware. His many books
include Everyone’s A Winner: Life in Our Congratulatory Culture and Stat-Spotting: A Field Guide to
Dubious Data, both from UC Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Damned Lies and
Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists. All type of book are you able to
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.



Latrice Miller:

The ability that you get from Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians,
and Activists is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Damned Lies and Statistics:
Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this particular Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers
from the Media, Politicians, and Activists instantly.

Teressa Fernandez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Damned Lies and Statistics:
Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists e-book written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still hesitation Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media,
Politicians, and Activists as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that
can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Michael Albin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media,
Politicians, and Activists can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Damned Lies and Statistics:
Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists.
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