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The new edition of this introductory text presents, in an accessible way, classical
and contemporary readings on topics central to and representative of all major
periods of the Western philosophical tradition. The book presents 55 readings (23
of which are new to the fourth edition) on seven topics: epistemology,
philosophy of religion, metaphysics, personal identity and immortality, free will
and determinism, ethics, and political and social philosophy. Pedagogical
features make these readings accessible and interesting to beginning students. All
the introductions and biographical sketches have been revised for the fourth
edition, as have the study questions and glossary. The explanatory footnotes and
the stylistic modernization of texts are new to the fourth edition.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Samuel Enoch Stumpf was Emeritus Professor of Philosophy and Emeritus Professor of Law at Vanderbilt
University prior to his death in 1998, at the age of eighty. He earned a B.S. in Business and Finance from the
University of California at Los Angeles, a B.D. in Theology from Andover Newton Theological School, and
a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Chicago. He joined the Vanderbilt faculty in 1948 and served
as Chair of the Philosophy Department from 1952 to 1967. After a five-year term as President of Cornell
College, Professor Stumpf returned to Vanderbilt, where he remained until his retirement in 1984. Professor
Stumpf’s publications include Democratic Manifesto (1954), Morality and the Law (1966), and four
McGraw-Hill textbooks: Socrates to Sartre: A History of Philosophy (1966; 6th ed., posthumous, 1999);
Philosophical Readings: Selected Problems (1971; 4th ed., 1994); Philosophy: History and Problems (1971;
5th ed., 1994); and Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction (1979; 3rd ed., 1993).

DONALD C. ABEL is Professor of Philosophy at St. Norbert College in De Pere, Wisconsin. He holds a
B.A. in Philosophy from Gonzaga University, an M.A. in Philosophy from Tulane University, a Ph.L. in
Philosophy from St. Michael’s Institute, an M.Div. in Theology from Loyola University of Chicago, and a
Ph.D. in Philosophy from Northwestern University. He is the author of Freud on Instinct and Morality
(1989), Theories of Human Nature: Classical and Contemporary Readings (McGraw-Hill, 1992), Fifty
Readings in Philosophy (McGraw-Hill 1994; 2nd. ed., 2004), and coauthor (with Samuel Enoch Stumpf,
deceased) of Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction, 4th ed. (McGraw-Hill, 2002). He is the editor of
Discourses, an electronic database of philosophy readings that is part of Primis, McGraw-Hill’s online
resource for creating customized textbooks, and the editor of the readings in PowerWeb: Philosophy and
PowerWeb: Ethics, McGraw-Hill’s online supplements for introductory philosophy courses and ethics
courses. Professor Abel has received two awards for excellence in teaching and an award for outstanding
scholarship. He is a member of the American Philosophical Association, the American Catholic
Philosophical Association, the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy, and the Society for Philosophy and
Psychology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

The e-book with title Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction, with Free PowerWeb posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Ethel Orr:

This Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction, with Free PowerWeb is great reserve for you because the



content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction, with Free PowerWeb in your hand like having the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt that will?

Miranda Durkee:

This Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction, with Free PowerWeb is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Elements of
Philosophy: An Introduction, with Free PowerWeb can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Patrice Eubanks:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction, with Free PowerWeb
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Elements of
Philosophy: An Introduction, with Free PowerWeb.
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