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In this updated and expanded edition of his classic text, Arend Lijphart offers a
broader and deeper analysis of worldwide democratic institutions than ever
before. Examining thirty-six democracies during the period from 1945 to 2010,
Lijphart arrives at important—and unexpected—conclusions about what type of
democracy works best.

Praise for the previous edition:

"Magnificent. . . . The best-researched book on democracy in the world
today."—Malcolm Mackerras, American Review of Politics

"I can't think of another scholar as well qualified as Lijphart to write a book of
this kind. He has an amazing grasp of the relevant literature, and he's compiled
an unmatched collection of data."—Robert A. Dahl, Yale University

"This sound comparative research . . . will continue to be a standard in graduate
and undergraduate courses in comparative politics."—Choice
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Editorial Review

Review
"Magnificent... The best-researched book on democracy in the world today." (Malcolm Mackerras, American
Review of Politics) "I can't think of another scholar as well qualified as Lijphart to write a book of this kind.
He has an amazing grasp of the relevant literature, and he's compiled an unmatched collection of data."
(Robert A. Dahl, Yale University) "This sound comparative research... will continue to be a standard in
graduate and undergraduate courses in comparative politics." (Choice)"

About the Author

Arend Lijphart is professor emeritus of political science at the University of California, San Diego, and the
author or editor of more than twenty books, including Democracy in Plural Societies, published by Yale
University Press. He lives in San Francisco.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

The book Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries
for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Patterns of
Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Victor Banister:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms
and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Avril Morris:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.



When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries, you may tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
a publication.

Susan Tarin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries when
you necessary it?
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