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It is commonplace that postmodern thought has problematized the concept of the
self. This poses a particularly sharp problem for Christian theologians, for whom
the idea of the person as a Christian self must be central. In this book John
Meech addresses this problem by means of a theological hermeneutics that brings
together cutting edge scholarship in biblical interpretation and constructive
theology. The book comprises three major parts. In the first, Meech reflects on
St. Paul's construal of Christian identity in light of what has become known as
the "new paradigm" in Pauline studies. This movement, identified with N.T.
Wright, James Dunn, and Terence Donaldson, stresses the communal aspects of
Paul's thought and his narrative understanding of the self. In the second part,
Meech offers a pivotal analysis of Rudolf Bultmann's phenomenology of the self
and its impact on his demythologizing interpretation of Paul's writings. In the
third part, Meech engages Paul Ricoeur's late work, Oneself as Another, as a
guide to the postmodern problem of selfhood and as a heuristic resource for
interpreting Paul's writings. He does not restrict himself to a textual treatment of
Ricoeur's work on selfhood and narrative, nor does he stop at an abstract
reflection on its significance for theology. Instead he explores in considerable
detail the contributions and implications of Ricoeur's later writings for biblical
hermeneutics and theology. Investigating the unthematized hints about
community presupposed in Ricoeur's work, Meech reconfigures his ontology of
the self as an ontology of the self in community. Finally, he correlates Paul's
communal understanding of the "I" with this ontology, articulating a self that is
constituted in community but not reduced to a mere locus of community. He
argues that the community posited in his study can be understood as the
community of the living and dead in Christ.
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It is commonplace that postmodern thought has problematized the concept of the self. This poses a
particularly sharp problem for Christian theologians, for whom the idea of the person as a Christian self must
be central. In this book John Meech addresses this problem by means of a theological hermeneutics that
brings together cutting edge scholarship in biblical interpretation and constructive theology. The book
comprises three major parts. In the first, Meech reflects on St. Paul's construal of Christian identity in light of
what has become known as the "new paradigm" in Pauline studies. This movement, identified with N.T.
Wright, James Dunn, and Terence Donaldson, stresses the communal aspects of Paul's thought and his
narrative understanding of the self. In the second part, Meech offers a pivotal analysis of Rudolf Bultmann's
phenomenology of the self and its impact on his demythologizing interpretation of Paul's writings. In the
third part, Meech engages Paul Ricoeur's late work, Oneself as Another, as a guide to the postmodern
problem of selfhood and as a heuristic resource for interpreting Paul's writings. He does not restrict himself
to a textual treatment of Ricoeur's work on selfhood and narrative, nor does he stop at an abstract reflection
on its significance for theology. Instead he explores in considerable detail the contributions and implications
of Ricoeur's later writings for biblical hermeneutics and theology. Investigating the unthematized hints about
community presupposed in Ricoeur's work, Meech reconfigures his ontology of the self as an ontology of the
self in community. Finally, he correlates Paul's communal understanding of the "I" with this ontology,
articulating a self that is constituted in community but not reduced to a mere locus of community. He argues
that the community posited in his study can be understood as the community of the living and dead in Christ.
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Editorial Review

Review

"John Meech's Paul in Israel's Story is an impressive achievement. The deft skill with which Meech
integrates biblical criticism, philosophical commentary, and theological insight is innovative and
invigorating. Through this interdisciplinary dialogue Meech pioneers new interpretations of Paul's categories
of selfhood, the body, Israel, and community. In particular, he demonstrates how the construction of the
self's narrative identity through mystical union with Christ is productively elucidated by Ricoeur's
philosophy of the intersubjective self - the self as another. Beautifully written, carefully researched, and
highly recommended." --Mark I. Wallace author of Finding God in the Singing River: Christianity, Nature,
Spirit

"Who is the self in the writings of Paul the Jewish Christian apostle to the Gentiles? Mindful of the long
shadows cast by Luther's interpretation, Meech investigates the contentious debates among contemporary
Pauline interpreters in relation to the hermeneutical options provided by Rudolf Bultmann and Paul Ricoeur.
Based on his findings Meech advances an enticing proposal: Paul provides a narrative construal of the self-
in-community that is configured in light of both the Torah and transforming reality of Jesus Christ crucified
and risen." --Bradford E. Hinze, author of Practices of Dialogue in the Roman Catholic Church: Aims and
Obstacles, Lessons and Laments

"John Meech offers an informed and stimulating reading of Pauline theology that brings the new perspective
on Paul, heretofore largely an intramural debate among New Testament scholars, out of its native habitat and
into productive dialogue with the philosophical problem of the self. But perhaps the book's greatest virtue is
the creative hospitality of the author, who hosts a dialogue among otherwise unlikely conversation partners
to discuss a question of mutual interest. One can hope that what happens within this book might also happen
among its diverse readers." --Garwood P. Anderson, Assistant Professor, Biblical Studies, Asbury
Theological Seminary

"'I have been crucified with Christ.' Those astonishing words by the apostle Paul set in motion John Meech's
timely and important proposal for an ontology of self and community in mutual correlation, an ontology
constituted by Paul's gospel of the cruicifed and risen Jesus Christ. Meech presents a superb example of the
bountiful fruit yielded by grafting the branches of biblical exegesis, theology, and philosophy seamlessly into
the Pauline tree. Both intellectually demanding and carefully written, Meech's work challenges the church to
hear again the good news of Jesus Christ and the Spirit, and to risk living by it." --Douglas Harink, author of
Paul among the Postliberals: Pauline Theology beyond Christendom and Modernity

About the Author



John L. Meech is Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Philosophy at Shimer College in Chicago,
Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Hargis:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy
Series) as your daily resource information.

Mary McDonald:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) can
be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Therese Webb:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR
Academy Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Stacey Sims:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community
at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross
(AAR Academy Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.



Download and Read Online Paul in Israel's Story: Self and
Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) By John L. Meech
#WGMJ4KCDHQS



Read Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR
Academy Series) By John L. Meech for online ebook

Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) By John L. Meech Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy
Series) By John L. Meech books to read online.

Online Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series)
By John L. Meech ebook PDF download

Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) By John L. Meech
Doc

Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) By John L. Meech Mobipocket

Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) By John L. Meech EPub

WGMJ4KCDHQS: Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) By John L. Meech


