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Portnoy's Complaint n. [after Alexander Portnoy (1933- )] A disorder in which
strongly-felt ethical and altruistic impulses are perpetually warring with extreme
sexual longings, often of a perverse nature. Spielvogel says: 'Acts of
exhibitionism, voyeurism, fetishism, auto-eroticism and oral coitus are plentiful;
as a consequence of the patient's "morality," however, neither fantasy nor act
issues in genuine sexual gratification, but rather in overriding feelings of shame
and the dread of retribution, particularly in the form of castration.' (Spielvogel,
O. "The Puzzled Penis," Internationale Zeitschrift für Psychoanalyse, Vol.
XXIV, p. 909.) It is believed by Spielvogel that many of the symptoms can be
traced to the bonds obtaining in the mother-child relationship.

With a new Afterword by the author for the 25th Anniversary edition.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Along with Saul Bellow's Herzog, Philip Roth's Portnoy's Complaint defined Jewish American literature in
the 1960s. Roth's masterpiece takes place on the couch of a psychoanalyst, an appropriate jumping-off place
for an insanely comical novel about the Jewish American experience. Roth has written several great
books--Goodbye, Columbus and When She Was Good among them, but it is perhaps Portnoy's Complaint for
which he is best known.

From Publishers Weekly
The 25th-anniversary edition of Roth's classic novel features a new afterword by the author.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This is the first audio recording of this work, tying in with the 30th anniversary of the novel's publication.
Author Roth both chose the reader, actor Ron Silver, and supervised the taping.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vickie Reed:

This Portnoy's Complaint book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Portnoy's
Complaint without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Portnoy's Complaint can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Portnoy's
Complaint having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Gregory Morrow:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Portnoy's Complaint is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Karen Huff:

The ability that you get from Portnoy's Complaint may be the more deep you searching the information that



hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Portnoy's Complaint giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
that Portnoy's Complaint instantly.

Elizabeth Rogers:

This book untitled Portnoy's Complaint to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this reserve from your list.
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