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A revised and updated guide to the essentials of a writer’s craft, presented
by a brilliant practitioner of the art

Completely revised and rewritten to address the challenges and opportunities of
the modern era, this handbook is a short, deceptively simple guide to the craft of
writing. Le Guin lays out ten chapters that address the most fundamental
components of narrative, from the sound of language to sentence construction to
point of view. Each chapter combines illustrative examples from the global canon
with Le Guin’s own witty commentary and an exercise that the writer can do solo
or in a group. She also offers a comprehensive guide to working in writing
groups, both actual and online. 
  
Masterly and concise, Steering the Craft deserves a place on every writer's shelf.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A must-read for intermediate and advanced writers of fiction and memoir." —Library Journal, STARRED 
 
"A succinct, clear, and encouraging companion for aspiring writers." —Kirkus Reviews
 
"It would be churlish to deny the benefits of this thoughtful, concise volume...In essence, Le Guin reveals the
art of craft and the craft of art...this book is a star by which to set one's course." —Publishers Weekly,
STARRED

“There is no better spirit in all of American letters than that of Ursula Le Guin.” — Slate
 
“Le Guin is a writer of enormous intelligence and wit, a master storyteller with the humor and force of a
Twain. She creates stories for everyone from New Yorker literati to the hardest audience, children. She
remakes every genre she uses.” — Boston Globe

From the Back Cover
 There is no better spirit in all of American letters than that of Ursula Le Guin. Slate

Le Guin is a writer of enormous intelligence and wit, a master storyteller with the humor and force of
a Twain. She creates stories for everyone from New Yorker literati to the hardest audience, children.
She remakes every genre she uses. Boston Globe

A modernized, new edition of an essential guide to the writing craft, presented by a brilliant
practitioner of the art

Completely revised and rewritten to address the challenges and opportunities of the modern era, this
handbook is a short, deceptively simple guide to the craft of writing. The ten chapters shed light on the most
fundamental components of narrative, from the sound of language to sentence construction to point of view.
Each chapter combines illustrative examples from the global canon with Ursula Le Guin s own witty
commentary and an exercise that the writer can do solo or in a group. Le Guin also offers a comprehensive
guide to working in writing groups, both actual and online.

Masterly and concise, Steering the Craft deserves a place on every writer s shelf.

Over the course of her career, Ursula K. Le Guin has published more than sixty books of fiction, fantasy,
children s literature, poetry, drama, criticism, and translation. She is the winner of many awards, including
the PEN/Malamud Award and the National Book Foundation Medal for Distinguished Contribution to
American Letters."

About the Author

Ursula K. Le Guin was born in Berkeley, California, in 1929. Over the course of her career she has published



more than sixty books of fiction, fantasy, science fiction, children’s literature, poetry, drama, criticism, and
translation, and is the multiple winner of the highest awards in several fields. Among her honors are a
National Book Award, a PEN/Malamud Award for short fiction, five Hugo and five Nebula Awards, twenty-
one Locus Awards, the Kafka Award, a Pushcart Prize, the Harold D. Vursell Memorial Award from the
American Academy of Arts and Letters, and the National Book Foundation’s Medal for Distinguished
Contribution to American Letters. She lives in Portland, Oregon, with her husband.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

The book Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Steering the
Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Clarence Frey:

This book untitled Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher
of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Rick Beard:

Often the book Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story will bring that
you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-
Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Angel Sullivan:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-
Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story as well as others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher



or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to
Sailing the Sea of Story to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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