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Four novellas by Doris Lessing, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, that
once again show her to be unequalled in her ability to capture the truth of the
human condition. Thetitle story, 'The Grandmothers, is an astonishing tour de
force, a shockingly intimate portrait of an unconventional extended family and
the lengths to which they will go to find happiness and love. Written with akeen
cinematic eye, the story is a ruthless dissection of the veneer of middle-class
morality and convention. 'Victoria and the Staveneys, takes us through 20 years
of the life of ayoung underprivileged black girl in London. A chance meeting
introduces her to the Staveneys - aliberal white middle-class family - and,
seduced, she falls pregnant by one of the sons. As her daughter grows up,
Victoriafeels her parental control diminishing as the attractions of the Staveneys
world exert themselves. An honest and often uncomfortable look at race relations
in London over the past few decades, Lessing reaffirms her brilliance at
demonstrating the effect of society on the individual. With these novellas, and
"The Reason for It' and 'A Love Child', Lessing proves once again that sheisone
of our most valuable and insightful living authors.
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unequalled in her ability to capture the truth of the human condition. Thetitle story, "The Grandmothers, is
an astonishing tour de force, a shockingly intimate portrait of an unconventional extended family and the
lengths to which they will go to find happiness and love. Written with a keen cinematic eye, the story isa
ruthless dissection of the veneer of middle-class morality and convention. 'Victoria and the Staveneys), takes
us through 20 years of the life of ayoung underprivileged black girl in London. A chance meeting introduces
her to the Staveneys - aliberal white middle-class family - and, seduced, she falls pregnant by one of the
sons. As her daughter grows up, Victoriafeels her parental control diminishing as the attractions of the
Staveneys world exert themselves. An honest and often uncomfortable look at race relations in London over
the past few decades, Lessing reaffirms her brilliance at demonstrating the effect of society on the individual.
With these novellas, and "The Reason for It' and 'A Love Child', Lessing proves once again that she is one of
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Editorial Review

Review

'Lessing's prose is as vigorous in these stories as it has ever been. She has an extraordinary feel not only for
landscape but also for the human creature within it." The Times 'In these four tales L essing shows her
adaptability, and her capacity to unify the most far-flung territories of human experience. Like all great
writers, she brings a multitudinous sensibility to bear on individual people, on single rooms, on particular
moments - and she makes them live.' Daily Telegraph 'Doris Lessing has changed the way we think about the
world.' Blake Morrison 'Thank goodness for Doris Lessing. While the rest of us flounder about noisily in the
muddy waters of life, she never failsto expose with startling clarity the essential folly of our dreams and
good intentions.' Kate Chisholm, Evening Standard 'She's up there in the pantheon with Balzac and George
Eliot. We're lucky she's still writing.' Lisa Appignanesi, Independent 'She has an extraordinary feeling for the
peculiar vulnerabilities of the young and the elderly. And her portraits of human relationships are of quite
staggering beauty.' Ruth Scurr, The Times

About the Author

Doris Lessing is one of the most important writers of the twentieth century and was awarded the Nobel Prize
for Literature 2007. Her first novel, 'The Grassis Singing', was published in 1950. Among her other
celebrated novels are "The Golden Notebook', 'The Fifth Child' and ‘"Memoirs of a Survivor'. She has also
published two volumes of her autobiography, 'Under my Skin' and 'Walking in the Shade'. Doris Lessing
died on 17 November 2013 at the age of 94.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Adcock:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Grandmothers. Try to make book The Grandmothers as
your buddy. It meansthat it can being your friend when you really feel aone and beside that of course make
you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Katrina White:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle awaystry to and must have the extratime or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be The Grandmothers.



Kimberly Wheatley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Grandmothers
that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comesto the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to
pick The Grandmothers become your current starter.

Macie Austin:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
guicker to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Grandmothers this e-book consist alot of the information with the condition of
thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book acceptable al of you.
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