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The story of how psychoanalysis was used in the war against Nazi Germany - in
the crucial quest to understand the Nazi mind.

Daniel Pick brings both the skills of the historian and the trained psychoanalyst
to weave together the story of clinical encounters with leading Nazis and the
Allies' broader interpretations of the Nazi high command and the mentality of the
wider German public who supported them.

Following the bizarre capture of Hitler's deputy Rudolf Hess in 1941, Pick
follows closely the story of how leading British psychiatrists assessed their new
charge, in an attempt to understand both the man himself and the psychological
bases of his Nazi convictions. At the same time, he uncovers the story of how a
team of American officers working for the OSS, the forerunner of the CIA, were
engaged in an attempt to understand Hitler's personality from afar, using the
theories and techniques of Sigmund Freud.

Drawing upon a large cache of archives on both sides of the Atlantic, Pick asks
what such psychoanalytical and psychiatric investigations set out to do, showing
how Freud's famous 'talking cure' was harnessed to the particular needs of
military intelligence during the war and the task of post-war reconstruction that
followed. Looking beyond this, he then shows just how deeply post-war Western
understandings of how minds work and groups operate were influenced by these
wartime attempts to interpret the pychopathology of Nazism.
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The story of how psychoanalysis was used in the war against Nazi Germany - in the crucial quest to
understand the Nazi mind.

Daniel Pick brings both the skills of the historian and the trained psychoanalyst to weave together the story
of clinical encounters with leading Nazis and the Allies' broader interpretations of the Nazi high command
and the mentality of the wider German public who supported them.

Following the bizarre capture of Hitler's deputy Rudolf Hess in 1941, Pick follows closely the story of how
leading British psychiatrists assessed their new charge, in an attempt to understand both the man himself and
the psychological bases of his Nazi convictions. At the same time, he uncovers the story of how a team of
American officers working for the OSS, the forerunner of the CIA, were engaged in an attempt to understand
Hitler's personality from afar, using the theories and techniques of Sigmund Freud.

Drawing upon a large cache of archives on both sides of the Atlantic, Pick asks what such psychoanalytical
and psychiatric investigations set out to do, showing how Freud's famous 'talking cure' was harnessed to the
particular needs of military intelligence during the war and the task of post-war reconstruction that followed.
Looking beyond this, he then shows just how deeply post-war Western understandings of how minds work
and groups operate were influenced by these wartime attempts to interpret the pychopathology of Nazism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"For those interested in the way in which views and understanding of the Nazi experience have changed over
time, this work is a helpful source from a perspective that is rare in current historiography." --The Historian

"A superb new book ... Pick, a distinguished historian of admirable breadth as well as a psychoanalyst, is the
ideal author of such a study. His treatment of psychoanalysis is both historically framed and theoretically
nuanced." --Professor Paul Lerner, Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

Daniel Pick is Professor of History at Birkbeck College, University of London. An editor of History
Workshop Journal, he is also a practising psychoanalyst and a fellow of the British Psychoanalytical Society.
He is the author of numerous works on European cultural history, including Svengali's Web: The Alien
Enchanter in Modern Culture and, most recently, Rome or Death: The Obsessions of General Garibaldi, and
he is currently preparing the volume on Psychoanalysis for the Very Short Introductions series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ben Papenfuss:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a
reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself who want
to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Pursuit of the Nazi Mind: Hitler, Hess, and the
Analysts book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Avril Morris:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Pursuit of the Nazi Mind: Hitler, Hess, and the Analysts book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
of The Pursuit of the Nazi Mind: Hitler, Hess, and the Analysts content conveys the thought easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different



by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Pursuit of the Nazi Mind: Hitler, Hess, and the Analysts is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Sally Kim:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Pursuit of the Nazi Mind:
Hitler, Hess, and the Analysts, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Marjorie Calhoun:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Pursuit of the Nazi Mind: Hitler,
Hess, and the Analysts e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question The Pursuit of
the Nazi Mind: Hitler, Hess, and the Analysts as good book not simply by the cover but also with the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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