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“Why We Lost is neither a memoir nor a window into private meetings and secret
discussions. It is a 500-page history . . . filled with heartfelt stories of soldiers
and Marines in firefights and close combat. It weighs in mightily to the ongoing
debate over how the United States should wage war.” — Washington Post
 
Over his thirty-five year career, Daniel Bolger rose through the ranks of the army
infantry to become a three-star general, commanding in both Afghanistan and
Iraq. Perhaps more than anyone else, he was witness to the full extent of the
wars, from 9/11 to withdrawal from the region. Not only did Bolger participate in
top-level planning and strategy meetings, but he also regularly carried a rifle
alongside soldiers in combat actions. Writing with hard-won experience and
unflinching honesty, he argues that while we lost in Iraq and Afghanistan, we did
not have to. Intelligence was garbled. Key decision makers were blinded by
spreadsheets or theories. And we never really understood our enemy. Why We
Lost is a timely, forceful, and compulsively readable account of these wars from
a fresh and authoritative perspective.
 
“Compelling.” — Wall Street Journal
“Bolger is a superb writer, and the book’s most riveting passages are those
describing what it’s like to be an infantryman at the sharp end of battle.” —
Cleveland Plain Dealer
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Editorial Review

Review

"I am glad to see someone of [Bolger's] caliber tackling this subject."--Tom Ricks, ForeignPolicy.com

From the Inside Flap

A high-ranking general’s account of the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and how it all went wrong

Over a thirty-five-year career, Daniel Bolger rose through the army infantry to become a three-star general,
filling key command roles in both Iraq and Afghanistan. He took part in meetings with top-level military and
civilian officials, where strategy was made and managed. But, unlike most generals, he also regularly carried
a rifle alongside rank-and-file soldiers in combat. His knowledge of the Global War on Terrorism — both in
principle and in practice — is unmatched.

Now Bolger offers a unique, unsparing, and fascinating assessment of this epochal conflict, from the run-up
to 9/11 to the drawdown of troops more than a decade later. Written with breathtaking immediacy and
unflinching honesty, this taut, brave book takes us deep inside the military establishment to explain why we
lost — and why we didn’t have to. Though America boasts the world’s best-trained, best-equipped military
— many of whose thrilling successes and unnerving challenges are recounted here — it failed time and again
to capitalize on the skills and courage our forces displayed in combat. Intelligence was garbled. Key decision
makers were blinded by spreadsheets and theories. And, at the root of our failure, we never really understood
our enemy. Why We Lost is an urgent and riveting examination of these wars from a perspective of
unsurpassed authority and candor.
 

From the Back Cover

“Why We Lost is neither a memoir nor a window into private meetings and secret discussions. It is a 500-
page history . . . filled with heartfelt stories of soldiers and Marines in firefights and close combat. It weighs
in mightily to the ongoing debate over how the United States should wage war.” — Washington Post
 
Over his thirty-five year career, Daniel Bolger rose through the ranks of the army infantry to become a three-
star general, commanding in both Afghanistan and Iraq. Perhaps more than anyone else, he was witness to
the full extent of the wars, from 9/11 to withdrawal from the region. Not only did Bolger participate in top-
level planning and strategy meetings, but he also regularly carried a rifle alongside soldiers in combat
actions. Writing with hard-won experience and unflinching honesty, he argues that while we lost in Iraq and
Afghanistan, we did not have to. Intelligence was garbled. Key decision makers were blinded by
spreadsheets or theories. And we never really understood our enemy. Why We Lost is a timely, forceful, and
compulsively readable account of these wars from a fresh and authoritative perspective.
 
“Compelling.” — Wall Street Journal
“Bolger is a superb writer, and the book’s most riveting passages are those describing what it’s like to be an
infantryman at the sharp end of battle.” — Cleveland Plain Dealer
 



DANIEL BOLGER completed thirty-five years in the U.S. Army, retiring as a lieutenant general in 2013,
having held command posts in Iraq and Afghanistan. His military awards include five Bronze Star medals
(one for valor) and the Combat Action Badge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

The book Why We Lost: A General’s Inside Account of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying
a book Why We Lost: A General’s Inside Account of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars for being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Why We Lost: A
General’s Inside Account of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

June Ross:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Why We Lost: A General’s Inside Account of the
Iraq and Afghanistan Wars to read.

Nellie Nelson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Why We Lost: A General’s Inside Account of
the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Why We Lost: A General’s Inside Account of the Iraq and Afghanistan
Wars to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Ronald Peyton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such as



newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the Why
We Lost: A General’s Inside Account of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars when you desired it?
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