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Is consciousness like an iceberg? Does advertising lead to the commodification
of humans? What is the hidden meaning of fairy tales? In 50 Ways to Understand
Communication, Arthur Asa Berger familiarizes readers with important concepts
written by leading communication and cultural theorists, such as Saussure, Lévi-
Strauss, de Certeau, Lasswell, McLuhan, Postman, and many others. Organized
in fifty short segments, this concise guide covers a wide range of important ideas
from psychoanalysis and semiology to humor, "otherness," and nonverbal
communication. Berger's clear explanations and examples surround this
assortment of influential writing, walking the uninitiated through these
sometimes dense theoretical works. His selections and commentary will
challenge readers to reconsider the role of communication in our culture. This
engaging, accessible book is essential for students of communication and anyone
interested in how we communicate in a world of rapidly changing media.
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Editorial Review

Review
Arthur Asa Berger's choice of 50 prominent thinkers about communication is an intellectual journey from
Aristotle to McLuhan with stops along the way at such road posts as Freud, Jung, and many of today's
eminent communication scholars. Berger has selected a key writing from each and includes his own analysis
and perspective of their work. The book includes exercises for students and is a clear requisite for any
introductory course on communication. (A. Michael Noll, Annenberg School for Communication and
Journalism at the University of Southern California)

I have been waiting for a book like this for eight to ten years! Finally, a text that is accessible to
undergraduates who are new to the emerging discipline of culture and communication and yet honors the
complexity of that discipline's roots, central questions, and broad reach. (Marie Garland, Ithaca College)

Communication theory is an ideal subject for Arthur Asa Berger, because?as any reader will soon
discover?he is a genius at communicating complex ideas simply, directly, and with a unique sense of humor.
(Howard Rheingold, author of Smart Mobs)

About the Author
Arthur Asa Berger is professor emeritus of broadcast and electronic communication arts at San Francisco
State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this 50 Ways to Understand Communication:
A Guided Tour of Key Ideas and Theorists in Communication, Media, and Culture e-book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still question 50 Ways to Understand Communication: A Guided Tour of Key Ideas and
Theorists in Communication, Media, and Culture as good book not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Timothy Walker:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be read. 50
Ways to Understand Communication: A Guided Tour of Key Ideas and Theorists in Communication, Media,



and Culture can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Karen Strange:

This 50 Ways to Understand Communication: A Guided Tour of Key Ideas and Theorists in Communication,
Media, and Culture is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this 50 Ways to Understand Communication:
A Guided Tour of Key Ideas and Theorists in Communication, Media, and Culture can be the light food for
you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading
a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

William McCown:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book 50 Ways to Understand Communication: A Guided Tour of Key Ideas and Theorists in
Communication, Media, and Culture we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life at this time book 50 Ways to Understand Communication: A Guided Tour of Key
Ideas and Theorists in Communication, Media, and Culture. You can more appealing than now.
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