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Who hasn't been stirred by the strains of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony? That's a
good question, claims Esteban Buch. German nationalists and French
republicans, communists and Catholics have all, in the course of history,
embraced the piece. It was performed under the direction of Leonard Bernstein at
a concert to mark the fall of the Berlin Wall, yet it also serves as a ghastly and
ironic leitmotif in Stanley Kubrick's A Clockwork Orange. Hitler celebrated his
birthdays with it, and the government of Rhodesia made it their anthem. And
played in German concentration camps by the imprisoned, it also figured
prominently at Mitterand's 1981 investiture.

In his remarkable history of one of the most popular symphonic works of the
modern period, Buch traces such complex and contradictory uses—and
abuses—of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony since its premier in 1824. Buch shows
that Beethoven consciously drew on the tradition of European political music,
with its mix of sacred and profane, military and religious themes, when he
composed his symphony. But while Beethoven obviously had his own political
aspirations for the piece—he wanted it to make a statement about ideal
power—he could not have had any idea of the antithetical political uses,
nationalist and universalist, to which the Ninth Symphony has been put since its
creation. Buch shows us how the symphony has been "deployed" throughout
nearly two centuries, and in the course of this exploration offers what was
described by one French reviewer as "a fundamental examination of the moral
value of art." Sensitive and fascinating, this account of the tangled political
existence of a symphony is a rare book that shows the life of an artwork through
time, shifted and realigned with the currents of history.
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Who hasn't been stirred by the strains of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony? That's a good question, claims
Esteban Buch. German nationalists and French republicans, communists and Catholics have all, in the course
of history, embraced the piece. It was performed under the direction of Leonard Bernstein at a concert to
mark the fall of the Berlin Wall, yet it also serves as a ghastly and ironic leitmotif in Stanley Kubrick's A
Clockwork Orange. Hitler celebrated his birthdays with it, and the government of Rhodesia made it their
anthem. And played in German concentration camps by the imprisoned, it also figured prominently at
Mitterand's 1981 investiture.

In his remarkable history of one of the most popular symphonic works of the modern period, Buch traces
such complex and contradictory uses—and abuses—of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony since its premier in
1824. Buch shows that Beethoven consciously drew on the tradition of European political music, with its
mix of sacred and profane, military and religious themes, when he composed his symphony. But while
Beethoven obviously had his own political aspirations for the piece—he wanted it to make a statement about
ideal power—he could not have had any idea of the antithetical political uses, nationalist and universalist, to
which the Ninth Symphony has been put since its creation. Buch shows us how the symphony has been
"deployed" throughout nearly two centuries, and in the course of this exploration offers what was described
by one French reviewer as "a fundamental examination of the moral value of art." Sensitive and fascinating,
this account of the tangled political existence of a symphony is a rare book that shows the life of an artwork
through time, shifted and realigned with the currents of history.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Buch . . . attempts nothing less than a cultural history of the 'Ode to Joy.' -- The Economist, April 24, 2003

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Inside Flap

Who hasn't been stirred by the strains of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony? That's a good question, claims
Esteban Buch. German nationalists and French republicans, communists and Catholics have all, in the course
of history, embraced the piece. It was performed under the direction of Leonard Bernstein at a concert to
mark the fall of the Berlin Wall, yet it also serves as a ghastly and ironic leitmotif in Stanley Kubrick's A
Clockwork Orange. Hitler celebrated his birthdays with it, and the government of Rhodesia made it their
anthem. And played in German concentration camps by the imprisoned, it also figured prominently at
Mitterand's 1981 investiture.

In his remarkable history of one of the most popular symphonic works of the modern period, Buch traces
such complex and contradictory uses—and abuses—of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony since its premier in
1824. Buch shows that Beethoven consciously drew on the tradition of European political music, with its
mix of sacred and profane, military and religious themes, when he composed his symphony. But while
Beethoven obviously had his own political aspirations for the piece—he wanted it to make a statement about
ideal power—he could not have had any idea of the antithetical political uses, nationalist and universalist, to
which the Ninth Symphony has been put since its creation. Buch shows us how the symphony has been
"deployed" throughout nearly two centuries, and in the course of this exploration offers what was described
by one French reviewer as "a fundamental examination of the moral value of art." Sensitive and fascinating,
this account of the tangled political existence of a symphony is a rare book that shows the life of an artwork
through time, shifted and realigned with the currents of history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Crawford:

The experience that you get from Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History is the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History
instantly.



Chris Holmes:

Exactly why? Because this Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Ryan Young:

This Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History is great publication for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Beethoven's
Ninth: A Political History in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but
this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?

Lena Robertson:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History
can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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