
Coming of Age in Ancient Greece: Images of
Childhood from the Classical Past

By Jenifer Neils, John H. Oakley

Coming of Age in Ancient Greece: Images of Childhood from the Classical
Past By Jenifer Neils, John H. Oakley

What was childhood like in ancient Greece? What activities and games did Greek
children embrace? How were they schooled and what religious and ceremonial
rites of passage were key to their development? These fascinating questions and
many more are answered in this groundbreaking book—the first English-
language study to feature and discuss imagery and artifacts relating to childhood
in ancient Greece.
Coming of Age in Ancient Greece shows that the Greeks were the first culture to
represent children and their activities naturalistically in their art. Here we learn
about depictions of children in myth as well as life, from infancy to adolescence.
This beautifully illustrated book features such archaeological artifacts as toys and
gaming pieces alongside images of them in use by children on ancient vases,
coins, terracotta figurines, bronze and stone sculpture, and marble grave
monuments. Essays by eminent scholars in the fields of Greek social history,
literature, archaeology, anthropology, and art history discuss a wide range of
topics, including the burgeoning role of childhood studies in interdisciplinary
studies; the status of children in Greek culture; the evolution of attitudes toward
children from the Bronze Age to the Hellenistic period as documented by
literature and art; the relationships of fathers and sons and mothers and
daughters; and the roles of cult practice and death in a child’s existence.
This delightful book illuminates what is most universal and specific about
childhood in ancient Greece and examines childhood’s effects on Greek life and
culture, the foundation on which Western civilization has been based.
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What was childhood like in ancient Greece? What activities and games did Greek children embrace? How
were they schooled and what religious and ceremonial rites of passage were key to their development? These
fascinating questions and many more are answered in this groundbreaking book—the first English-language
study to feature and discuss imagery and artifacts relating to childhood in ancient Greece.
Coming of Age in Ancient Greece shows that the Greeks were the first culture to represent children and their
activities naturalistically in their art. Here we learn about depictions of children in myth as well as life, from
infancy to adolescence. This beautifully illustrated book features such archaeological artifacts as toys and
gaming pieces alongside images of them in use by children on ancient vases, coins, terracotta figurines,
bronze and stone sculpture, and marble grave monuments. Essays by eminent scholars in the fields of Greek
social history, literature, archaeology, anthropology, and art history discuss a wide range of topics, including
the burgeoning role of childhood studies in interdisciplinary studies; the status of children in Greek culture;
the evolution of attitudes toward children from the Bronze Age to the Hellenistic period as documented by
literature and art; the relationships of fathers and sons and mothers and daughters; and the roles of cult
practice and death in a child’s existence.
This delightful book illuminates what is most universal and specific about childhood in ancient Greece and
examines childhood’s effects on Greek life and culture, the foundation on which Western civilization has
been based.
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Editorial Review

Review
The scholarly but very readable catalog delves into the profound differences between ancient views of
childhood and those of today. -- Grace Glueck, New York Times

From the Publisher
This book is the catalogue for an exhibition at the Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New
Hampshire (August 23 to December 14, 2003); the Onassis Cultural Center, New York (January 18 to April
1, 2004); the Cincinnati Art Museum (May 1 to August 1, 2004); and the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los
Angeles (September 14 to December 5, 2004). Published in association with the Hood Museum of Art,
Dartmouth College

About the Author

Jenifer Neils is Ruth Coulter Heede Professor of Art History at Case Western Reserve University. John H.
Oakley is chair of the department of classical studies, Chancellor Professor, and Forrest D. Murden Jr.
Professor at the College of William and Mary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Barcomb:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do in
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Coming of Age in Ancient Greece: Images of Childhood
from the Classical Past to read.

Leslie Babcock:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Coming of
Age in Ancient Greece: Images of Childhood from the Classical Past suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Coming of Age in Ancient Greece: Images of
Childhood from the Classical Pastis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Derek McCaleb:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Coming of Age in Ancient Greece: Images of Childhood from the
Classical Past can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

William Quesada:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Coming of Age in Ancient Greece: Images of Childhood from the
Classical Past this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this
book acceptable all of you.
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