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We are at our human best when we give and forgive. But we live in a world in
which it makes little sense to do either one. In our increasingly graceless culture,
where can we find the motivation to give? And how do we learn to forgive when
forgiving seems counterintuitive or even futile? A deeply personal yet profoundly
thoughtful book, Free of Charge explores these questions¬ – and the further
questions to which they give rise – in light of God’s generosity and Christ’s
sacrifice for us. Miroslav Volf draws from popular culture as well as from a
wealth of literary and theological sources, weaving his rich reflections around the
sturdy frame of Paul’s vision of God’s grace and Martin Luther’s interpretation
of that vision. Blending the best of theology and spirituality, he encourages us to
echo in our own lives God’s generous giving and forgiving. A fresh examination
of two practices at the heart of the Christian faith¬ – giving and forgiving¬ – the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lenten study book for 2006 is at the same time an
introduction to Christianity. Even more, it is a compelling invitation to Christian
faith as a way of life. “Miroslav Volf, one of the most celebrated theologians of
our day, offers us a unique interweaving of intense reflection, vivid and painfully
personal stories and sheer celebration of the giving God ... I cannot remember
having read a better account of what it means to say that Jesus suffered for us in
our place.” – Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Arguing that Christians are called to imitate God's generosity, Volf, a theology professor at Yale Divinity
School and Director of the Yale Center for Faith & Culture, explores what that looks like in the area of
giving and forgiving. Volf relies heavily on Martin Luther's writings in this accessible book that
demonstrates how to build "a bridge from self-centeredness to generosity." The first half of the book, on
giving, and the second half, on forgiveness, are divided by a short interlude that tries to connect the two
parts. While there is a relationship between the two, this book might have been more successful as two
separate volumes. Nonetheless, Volf's thinking and writing are lucid and instructive. He eschews pop
psychology, relying instead on biblical, ethical and theological understandings of God's generosity. Volf
never shies away from the difficult personal and communal issues that giving and forgiving pose; the result
is a practical and hopeful resource for those struggling to understand their responsibilities in these areas.
Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote the foreword.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From the Back Cover
We are at our human best when we give and forgive. But we live in a world in which it makes little sense to
do either one. In our increasingly graceless culture, where can we find the motivation to give? And how do
we learn to forgive when forgiving seems counterintuitive or even futile? A deeply personal yet profoundly
thoughtful book, Free of Charge explores these questions -- and the further questions to which they give rise
-- in light of God's generosity and Christ's sacrifice for us. Miroslav Volf draws from popular culture as well
as from a wealth of literary and theological sources, weaving his rich reflections around the sturdy frame of
Paul's vision of God's grace and Martin Luther's interpretation of that vision. Blending the best of theology
and spirituality, he encourages us to echo in our own lives God's generous giving and forgiving. A fresh
examination of two practices at the heart of the Christian faith -- giving and forgiving -- the Archbishop of
Canterbury's Lenten study book for 2006 is at the same time an introduction to Christianity. Even more, it is
a compelling invitation to Christian faith as a way of life. 'Miroslav Volf, one of the most celebrated
theologians of our day, offers us a unique interweaving of intense reflection, vivid and painfully personal
stories and sheer celebration of the giving God ... I cannot remember having read a better account of what it
means to say that Jesus suffered for us in our place.' -- Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury

About the Author
Miroslav Volf is the Henry B. Wright Professor of Theology at Yale Divinity School and Director of the
Yale Center for Faith & Culture. He has published and edited nine books and over 60 scholarly articles,
including his book Exclusion and Embrace, which won the 2002 Grawemeyer Award in Religion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have



extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Free of Charge: Giving
and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace to read.

Jetta Butler:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace as the
daily resource information.

Bennett Fox:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Free
of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace.

Terrie Anderson:

Often the book Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.
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