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Since the end of the Cold War, fundamentalism has been seen as the major threat
to world peace, a conclusion that was burned into our consciousness on
September 11th and that is reinforced almost every day in the Middle East. But
what exactly is fundamentalism?
Here is the first book to explore the real nature of secular and religious
fundamentalism worldwide, highlighting the many different forms
fundamentalism can take. Examining Christian, Islamic, Jewish, Buddhist, and
Hindu sects, Malise Ruthven offers a sweeping look at this phenomenon,
examining its historical, social, religious, political and ideological backgrounds
and providing a critical view of the burgeoning literature on this highly diverse
set of movements. Fundamentalism, he concludes, is a problematic term that
defies easy definitions. Coined by American Protestant evangelicals in the 1920s,
the word's meaning has expanded to include radical conservatives and
ideological purists in many spheres of activity, not all of them religious.
Fundamentalism embraces Islamic radicals in the Muslim world as well as the
militant Israeli settlers who oppose them. It has been used to describe Sikh,
Hindu and even Buddhist nationalists who seek to justify their political agendas
by reference to divine edicts or religious tradition. Ruthven agrees that there are
some "family resemblances" between different fundamentalist movements,
especially over concerns of national identity and gender, but he ultimately
questions its usefulness as a term.
One of the world's leading commentators on Islam, Malise Ruthven writes with a
clarity and directness that never fails to engage the reader. In this superb volume,
he guides us through what is clearly a complex topic, but one that is vitally
important in the modern world.
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Since the end of the Cold War, fundamentalism has been seen as the major threat to world peace, a
conclusion that was burned into our consciousness on September 11th and that is reinforced almost every
day in the Middle East. But what exactly is fundamentalism?
Here is the first book to explore the real nature of secular and religious fundamentalism worldwide,
highlighting the many different forms fundamentalism can take. Examining Christian, Islamic, Jewish,
Buddhist, and Hindu sects, Malise Ruthven offers a sweeping look at this phenomenon, examining its
historical, social, religious, political and ideological backgrounds and providing a critical view of the
burgeoning literature on this highly diverse set of movements. Fundamentalism, he concludes, is a
problematic term that defies easy definitions. Coined by American Protestant evangelicals in the 1920s, the
word's meaning has expanded to include radical conservatives and ideological purists in many spheres of
activity, not all of them religious. Fundamentalism embraces Islamic radicals in the Muslim world as well as
the militant Israeli settlers who oppose them. It has been used to describe Sikh, Hindu and even Buddhist
nationalists who seek to justify their political agendas by reference to divine edicts or religious tradition.
Ruthven agrees that there are some "family resemblances" between different fundamentalist movements,
especially over concerns of national identity and gender, but he ultimately questions its usefulness as a term.
One of the world's leading commentators on Islam, Malise Ruthven writes with a clarity and directness that
never fails to engage the reader. In this superb volume, he guides us through what is clearly a complex topic,
but one that is vitally important in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Review
`This is a gentle, civilised book, written with some style. I enjoyed reading it.'
Sasthi Brata, Spectator 10/04/2004

`The first clear definition of this indispensable yet misused term.'
Anoush Ehteshami, University of Durham

`... an important contribution to the current political and cultural debates about Islam and the West, religious
extremism, and the changing identity of supposedly secular societies.'
R. Scott Appleby, University of Notre Dame

About the Author

Malise Ruthven is the author of A Fury for God: The Islamist Attack on America, A Satanic Affair: Salman
Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam, and Islam in the World.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Karl:

This Fundamentalism: The Search For Meaning book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Fundamentalism: The Search For Meaning without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Fundamentalism: The
Search For Meaning can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Fundamentalism: The Search For Meaning
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Katherine Shadrick:

The book untitled Fundamentalism: The Search For Meaning is the e-book that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Fundamentalism: The Search For Meaning from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.



Gordon Frederick:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
just read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Fundamentalism: The Search For
Meaning it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Mary Ransom:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Fundamentalism: The Search For Meaning this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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