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The history of any religious movement can get murky. But the history of
American Paganism?with so many invented lineages, so many solitary
practitioners, so much resistance to staid definition, so much hiddenness?is
especially hard to decipher. But here in Her Hidden Children Chas Clifton tells
many never-before-told stories of the origins of Paganism and Wicca in the
United States. The people, publications, and organizations that allowed Paganism
and Wicca to set roots down in American soil and become "nature religion" are
revealed in delicious detail. With a timeline, glossary, and photos of important
figures,Her Hidden Children is compelling and important for any student of
Paganism or American Religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of the essential books on paganism by the Huffington Post!

The history of any religious movement can get murky. But the history of American Paganism--with so many
invented lineages, so many solitary practitioners, so much resistance to staid definition, so much hiddenness-
-is especially hard to decipher. But here in Her Hidden Children Chas Clifton tells many never-before-told
stories of the origins of Paganism and Wicca in the United States. The people, publications, and
organizations that allowed Paganism and Wicca to set roots down in American soil and become "nature
religion" are revealed in delicious detail. With a timeline, glossary, and photos of important figures, Her
Hidden Children is compelling and important for any student of Paganism or American Religion. (The
Huffington Post)

Chas Clifton has provided a foundational step toward the history of a new religion that is still in the process
of emergence. He has brought forth figures, movements, and a constructive historical periodization of which
future scholars of Wicca and Paganism will take note. (H-Net: Humanities and Social Science Reviews
Online)

Anyone interested in exploring the scaffolding from which feminist Wicca launched itself would do well to
delve into this thorough and well-organized history. (Anne Hill Gnosis Cafe Blog)

He does an admirable job of providing for the first time a formal history of the movement. His book contains
a timeline, glossary, and bibliography, all of which enhance the book's usefulness. This book is highly
recommended for undergraduate as well as general readers. (W. Michael Ashcraft Magic, Ritual, and
Witchcraft)

Witchcraft is both scholarly interest and avocation for Clifton so he is well situated to trace its rise in the
US...One only wishes this excellent study went deeper into the subject. Summing Up: Recommended.
(CHOICE)

Her Hidden Children is a rare gem of contemporary Pagan history and ethnography. ...An important and
welcome contribution to academic and non-scholar Pagans alike. (The Pomegranate)

Clifton does a masterful job in articulating how Wicca began as a tradition focused on fertility and mystery
rites....Clifton includes a wealth of rich material throughout the book....Her Hidden Children, while
possessing the precision and research expected of an academic work, maintains an approachable style that
welcomes the lay reader. It is a work of critical significance to the community, and a must-have for any
religious library. (Pangaia)

Simply the best single work yet written on the history of American Paganism. It is perceptive, intelligent,
sympathetic and persuasive; tactful without sparing scholarly appraisal; personal without losing objectivity;
and constantly engaging. It embodies a beautiful mixture of warmth and rigour, and deals strictly with
aspects of the subject that can be appraised from precise data, revealing to me- at least- how much more of
the latter there was than I had ever thought. (Ronald Hutton, Author of The Triumph of the Moon)



Chas S. Clifton's  Her Hidden Children  is a pioneering look at the history of Neopagan religions in the U.S.
Written with the sensitivity and humor of an insider and the dispassion of an outsider, it traces the early
development of one of the fastest-growing religious movements in America today, and its uniquely
American use of the trope of "nature" to create its identity. This book should be invaluable to scholars of
religion, American Studies, and the burgeoning field of Pagan Studies. (Sabina Magliocco, California State
University-Northridge, and author of Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America)

An excellent introduction to contemporary Paganism in North America, and required reading for those who
wish to understand the growth and appeal of Wicca and Witchcraft in late modern society. Clifton writes
from a wealth of experience as a modern Pagan, but with a critical and insightful eye that is so often missing.
He has done stellar service to both the Pagan and scholarly communities. (Douglas E. Cowan, Author of 
Cyberhenge: Modern Pagans on the Internet )

Finally a history of American Paganism from someone who knows the subject inside and out! Chas Clifton
has chosen with this book to lay down some basic parameters for talking about modern Pagan history in
America. He has done yeoman's work here and should be highly praised. An essential book for anyone
interested in our history, and how that history is shaping the future of modern Paganism. The bar has just
been raised. (Jason Pitzl-Waters, The Wild Hunt: Religion, politics, music and culture. A modern Pagan
perspective.)

About the Author
 Chas Clifton  is professor of English at Colorado State University-Pueblo. He is an editor for The
Pomegranate: The International Journal of Pagan Studies, a peer-reviewed religious studies journal, as well
as the  Pagan Studies Series  by AltaMira Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Her Hidden
Children: The Rise of Wicca And Paganism in America suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Her Hidden Children: The Rise of Wicca And Paganism
in Americais the main of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know just before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Raymond Bailey:

Often the book Her Hidden Children: The Rise of Wicca And Paganism in America has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.



Linda Wood:

This Her Hidden Children: The Rise of Wicca And Paganism in America is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Her Hidden Children: The Rise of Wicca And Paganism in America in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Patrick Bergeron:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve Her Hidden Children: The Rise of Wicca And Paganism in America
was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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