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Why did theatre audiences laugh in Shakespeare's day? Why do they still laugh
now? What did Shakespeare do with the conventions of comedy that he inherited,
so that his plays continue to amuse and move audiences? What do his comedies
have to say about love, sex, gender, power, family, community, and class? What
place have pain, cruelty, and even death in a comedy? Why all those puns? In a
survey that travels from Shakespeare's earliest experiments in farce and courtly
love-stories to the great romantic comedies of his middle years and the mould-
breaking experiments of his last decade's work, this book addresses these vital
questions. Organised thematically, and covering all Shakespeare's comedies from
the beginning to the end of his career, it provides readers with a map of the
playwright's comic styles, showing how he built on comedic conventions as he
further enriched the possibilities of the genre.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...a balanced voice of experience and wisdom. Gay's is a book you might read without being compelled to,
for the pleasure of learning more about plays that continue to work on the stage and on the page...Gay tells us
much that is relevant and illuminating about the plays' historical context, but her most persistent reality
check is a lively sense of how the plays work on stage, for actual readers and audiences...Gay is an excellent
guide...This is a book anyone from a novice to an experienced scholar should be able to read with pleasure
and instruction."
-Robert Phiddian, Australian Book Review

"The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare's Comedies would be an excellent addition to a Shakespeare
course."
Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Teaching

About the Author
Penny Gay is Professor of English and Drama at the University of Sydney.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Cambridge
Introduction to Shakespeare's Comedies (Cambridge Introductions to Literature) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Earl Hess:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare's Comedies (Cambridge Introductions to Literature) the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The Cambridge Introduction to
Shakespeare's Comedies (Cambridge Introductions to Literature) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?



James Stevens:

This The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare's Comedies (Cambridge Introductions to Literature) is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little
digest in reading this The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare's Comedies (Cambridge Introductions to
Literature) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life
and knowledge.

Christina Harper:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare's Comedies (Cambridge Introductions to
Literature) when you needed it?
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