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In the last year of his life, Ted Hughes completed translations of three major
dramatic works: Racine's Phedre, Euripedes' Alcestis, and the trilogy of plays
known as at The Oresteia, a family story of astonishing power and the
background or inspiration for much subsequent drama, fiction, and poetry.

The Oresteia--Agamemnon, Choephori, and the Eumenides--tell the story of the
house of Atreus: After King Agamemnon is murdered by his wife, Clytemnestra,
their son, Orestes, is commanded by Apollo to avenge the crime by killing his
mother, and he returns from exile to do so, bringing on himself the wrath of the
Furies and the judgment of the court of Athens.

Hughes's "acting version" of the trilogy is faithful to its nature as a dramatic
work, and his translation is itself a great performance; while artfully inflected
with the contemporary, it has a classical beauty and authority. Hughes's Oresteia
is quickly becoming the standard edition for English-language readers and for the
stage, too.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Aeschylus, the fifth-century BC Attic tragedian, is famous for his knottiness, his clotted images and riddling
compund words. Ted Hughes,, in his postunously published translation of the Orestes trilogy, unites the
knots and unpacks the compunded thoughts.” ?Gary Wills, The New York Times Book Review

“Hughes's translation conveys a sense of the menacing stength of Aeschylus' poetry....Anyone who hears it
or reads it will realize that there is much more to Greek drama than verbiage and literary virtuosity” ?Mary
Lefkowitz, Washington Times

“Hughes's rendering of this appalling story has the hurtling momentum one assumes the playwright's original
Greek had for his Athenian audience....To release the play's staggering power Hughes has transformed some
thoughtful scholarly commentary into raw horror and agonizing ethical dilemma....Ferociously physical...like
the best of Hughes's own poems” ?Ron Smith, Richmond Times-Dispatch

About the Author

Among Ted Hughes's translations are The Oresteia of Aeschylus, Racine's Phedre, and Tales from Ovid.
His last book of poems, Birthday Letters, won the Whitbread Book of the Year Prize. He was Poet Laureate
to Queen Elizabeth II and lived in Devon, England until he died in 1998.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Loya:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Oresteia of Aeschylus:
A New Translation by Ted Hughes book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Paul Heisler:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Oresteia of Aeschylus: A
New Translation by Ted Hughes that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the



geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Oresteia of Aeschylus: A New Translation by Ted
Hughes become your starter.

Anna Baron:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Oresteia of Aeschylus: A New Translation by Ted Hughes why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Wanda Jacobsen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Oresteia of
Aeschylus: A New Translation by Ted Hughes which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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