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“This is a story intimately and compassionately told against the sensuous
background of everyday life in Bombay.”—Washington Post Book World
 
“Bracingly honest.”—New York Times Book Review
 
The author of Bombay Time, If Today Be Sweet, and The Weight of
Heaven, Thrity Umrigar is as adept and compelling in The Space Between
Us—vividly capturing the social struggles of modern India in a luminous,
addictively readable novel of honor, tradition, class, gender, and family. A
portrayal of two women discovering an emotional rapport as they struggle
against the confines of a rigid caste system, Umrigar’s captivating second novel
echoes the timeless intensity of Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching
God, Betty Smith’s A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, and Barbara Kingsolver’s The
Poisonwood Bible—a quintessential triumph of modern literary fiction.
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“This is a story intimately and compassionately told against the sensuous background of everyday life
in Bombay.”—Washington Post Book World
 
“Bracingly honest.”—New York Times Book Review
 
The author of Bombay Time, If Today Be Sweet, and The Weight of Heaven, Thrity Umrigar is as adept and
compelling in The Space Between Us—vividly capturing the social struggles of modern India in a luminous,
addictively readable novel of honor, tradition, class, gender, and family. A portrayal of two women
discovering an emotional rapport as they struggle against the confines of a rigid caste system, Umrigar’s
captivating second novel echoes the timeless intensity of Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching
God, Betty Smith’s A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, and Barbara Kingsolver’s The Poisonwood Bible—a
quintessential triumph of modern literary fiction.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Space Between Us, Thrity Umrigar's poignant novel about a wealthy woman and her downtrodden
servant, offers a revealing look at class and gender roles in modern day Bombay. Alternatively told through
the eyes of Sera, a Parsi widow whose pregnant daughter and son-in-law share her elegant home, and Bhima,
the elderly housekeeper who must support her orphaned granddaughter, Umrigar does an admirable job of
creating two sympathetic characters whose bond goes far deeper than that of employer and employee.

When we first meet Bhima, she is sharing a thin mattress with Maya, the granddaughter upon whom high
hopes and dreams were placed, only to be shattered by an unexpected pregnancy and its disastrous
consequences. As time goes on, we learn that Sera and her family have used their power and money time and
time again to influence the lives of Bhima and Maya, from caring for Bhima's estranged husband after a
workplace accident, to providing the funds for Maya's college education. We also learn that Sera's seemingly
privileged life is not as it appears; after enduring years of cruelty under her mother-in-law's roof, she faced
physical and emotional abuse at the hands of her husband, pain that only Bhima could see and alleviate. Yet
through the triumphs and tragedies, Sera and Bhima always shared a bond that transcended class and race; a
bond shared by two women whose fate always seemed to rest in the hands of others, just outside their
control.

Told in a series of flashbacks and present day encounters, The Space Between Us gains strength from both
plot and prose. A beautiful tale of tragedy and hope, Umrigar's second novel is sure to linger in readers'
minds. --Gisele Toueg

From Publishers Weekly
Umrigar's schematic novel (after Bombay Time) illustrates the intimacy, and the irreconcilable class divide,
between two women in contemporary Bombay. Bhima, a 65-year-old slum dweller, has worked for Sera
Dubash, a younger upper-middle-class Parsi woman, for years: cooking, cleaning and tending Sera after the
beatings she endures from her abusive husband, Feroz. Sera, in turn, nurses Bhima back to health from
typhoid fever and sends her granddaughter Maya to college. Sera recognizes their affinity: "They were alike
in many ways, Bhima and she. Despite the different trajectories of their lives—circumstances... dictated by
the accidents of their births—they had both known the pain of watching the bloom fade from their
marriages." But Sera's affection for her servant wars with ingrained prejudice against lower castes. The
younger generation—Maya; Sera's daughter, Dinaz, and son-in-law, Viraf—are also caged by the same
strictures despite efforts to throw them off. In a final plot twist, class allegiance combined with gender
inequality challenges personal connection, and Bhima may pay a bitter price for her loyalty to her employers.
At times, Umrigar's writing achieves clarity, but a narrative that unfolds in retrospect saps the book's
momentum. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Sera Dubash is an upper-middle-class Parsi housewife in modern-day Bombay. Bhima is
her domestic servant. Though they inhabit dramatically different worlds, the two women have much in
common. Both married men they alternately love and loathe: Sera's moody husband frequently beats her, and
Bhima's betrothed falls into an alcohol-drenched depression after losing his job. Sera's civil treatment of her
servant--she overlooks Bhima's frequent tardiness and treats her like an equal--dismays her neighbors and
friends. She also offers to fund the college education of Bhima's granddaughter, Maya, whom Bhima adopted

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


when the girl's mother died of AIDS. The bond between the two women deepens when Sera (whose own
daughter is happily wed and expecting her first child) arranges an abortion for unmarried Maya. Veteran
journalist and Case Western Reserve professor Umrigar (Bombay Time, 2001) renders a collection of
compelling and complex characters, from kind, conflicted Sera to fiercely devoted Bhima (the latter is based
on the novelist's own childhood housekeeper). Sadness suffuses this eloquent tale, whose heart-stopping plot
twists reveal the ferocity of fate. As Bhima sits at her dying daughter's side, a fellow hospital visitor speaks
the simple, brutal truth: "Here, we have all hit the jackpot for grief." Allison Block
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Cornish:

The reason why? Because this The Space Between Us: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Sophia Myers:

This The Space Between Us: A Novel is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Space Between Us: A Novel can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These
books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Kelsey Palermo:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Space Between Us: A Novel or even others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Space Between Us: A Novel to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Tim Vazquez:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important
in your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Space Between Us: A Novel can make you experience
more interested to read.
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