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A gripping narrative about the origins and spread of the Zika virus by New
York Times science reporter Donald G. McNeil Jr.

Until recently, Zika?once considered a mild disease?was hardly a cause for
global panic. But as early as August 2015, doctors in northeast Brazil began to
notice a trend: many mothers who had recently experienced symptoms of the
Zika virus were giving birth to babies with microcephaly, a serious disorder
characterized by unusually small heads and brain damage.

By early 2016, Zika was making headlines as evidence mounted?and eventually
confirmed?that microcephaly is caused by the virus, which can be contracted
through mosquito bites or sexually transmitted.

The first death on American soil, in February 2016, was confirmed in Puerto
Rico in April. The first case of microcephaly in Puerto Rico was confirmed on
May 13, 2016. The virus has been known to be transmitted by the Aedes aegypti
or Yellow Fever mosquito, but now Aedes albopictus, the Asian Tiger mosquito,
has been found to carry it as well, which means it might affect regions as far
north as New England and the Great Lakes. Right now, at least 298 million
people in the Americas live in areas “conducive to Zika transmission,” according
to a recent study. Over the next year, more than 5 million babies will be born.

In Zika: The Emerging Epidemic, Donald G. McNeil Jr. sets the facts straight in a
fascinating exploration of Zika’s origins, how it’s spreading, the race for a cure,
and what we can do to protect ourselves now.
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A gripping narrative about the origins and spread of the Zika virus by New York Times science
reporter Donald G. McNeil Jr.

Until recently, Zika?once considered a mild disease?was hardly a cause for global panic. But as early as
August 2015, doctors in northeast Brazil began to notice a trend: many mothers who had recently
experienced symptoms of the Zika virus were giving birth to babies with microcephaly, a serious disorder
characterized by unusually small heads and brain damage.

By early 2016, Zika was making headlines as evidence mounted?and eventually confirmed?that
microcephaly is caused by the virus, which can be contracted through mosquito bites or sexually transmitted.

The first death on American soil, in February 2016, was confirmed in Puerto Rico in April. The first case of
microcephaly in Puerto Rico was confirmed on May 13, 2016. The virus has been known to be transmitted
by the Aedes aegypti or Yellow Fever mosquito, but now Aedes albopictus, the Asian Tiger mosquito, has
been found to carry it as well, which means it might affect regions as far north as New England and the Great
Lakes. Right now, at least 298 million people in the Americas live in areas “conducive to Zika transmission,”
according to a recent study. Over the next year, more than 5 million babies will be born.

In Zika: The Emerging Epidemic, Donald G. McNeil Jr. sets the facts straight in a fascinating exploration of
Zika’s origins, how it’s spreading, the race for a cure, and what we can do to protect ourselves now.
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Editorial Review

Review
“I find much to applaud in Mr. McNeil’s Zika: The Emerging Epidemic. Though slim…Zika is dense with
information…. In a no-nonsense, declarative writing style, Mr. McNeil tells the history of humanity’s
relationship with the Zika virus.” (Laurie Garrett - The New York Times)

“Tight and highly informative.” (Sally Satel - The Washington Post)

“[An] agile account….McNeil’s mapping of official responses to the epidemic…underlines the burning need
for viral vigilance.” (Nature)

“Lucid, even prescient....Years from now, wherever we stand in the struggle, many of us will still be reading
and sharing McNeil’s real-time account of Zika’s stunning assault on an unprepared planet. Yes, the book is
really that good.” (Dr. Claire Panosian Dunavan - American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene)

“A succinct summary of Zika to date....from a reliable source.” (Kirkus Reviews)

About the Author
Donald G. McNeil Jr. is a science reporter covering plagues and pestilences for The New York Times, where
he began work as a copy boy in 1976. He is a former Africa correspondent and has reported from fifty-five
countries.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Mejia:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Zika: The Emerging
Epidemic? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Wesley Binns:

The book Zika: The Emerging Epidemic can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Zika: The Emerging Epidemic?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Zika: The Emerging
Epidemic has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Evelyn Wiley:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Zika: The Emerging
Epidemic that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are
able to pick Zika: The Emerging Epidemic become your current starter.

Miranda Wenger:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Zika: The Emerging Epidemic. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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