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The flourishing of photography as a medium in the mid-19th century coincided
with a rise in curiosity about China on the part of the Western world.  As the
number of foreigners living and traveling in China increased, early photographs
of China were taken by and for an international audience. Among the
Celestials assembles 250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the
19th century and first half of the 20th, captured by the Western camera lens. The
photographs portray the gritty side of the country as well as stunning views of
palaces, temples, harbors, and gardens. This juxtaposition of the sordid and the
serene provides a multidimensional picture of China’s physical and social
landscape before Mao Zedong’s ascent to power changed the country forever.
The photographs, many published here for the first time, are both beautiful and
moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history
associated with a time of significant historical change. 
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The flourishing of photography as a medium in the mid-19th century coincided with a rise in curiosity about
China on the part of the Western world.  As the number of foreigners living and traveling in China increased,
early photographs of China were taken by and for an international audience. Among the Celestials assembles
250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the 19th century and first half of the 20th, captured by
the Western camera lens. The photographs portray the gritty side of the country as well as stunning views of
palaces, temples, harbors, and gardens. This juxtaposition of the sordid and the serene provides a
multidimensional picture of China’s physical and social landscape before Mao Zedong’s ascent to power
changed the country forever. The photographs, many published here for the first time, are both beautiful and
moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history associated with a time of
significant historical change. 
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Among the Celestials assembles 250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the 19th century and
the first half of the 20th, captured by the Western camera lens. . .This juxtaposition of the sordid and the
serene provides a multi-dimensional picture of China’s physical and social landscape before Mao Zedong’s
ascent to power changed the country forever. The photographs, many published here for the first time, are
both beautiful and moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history associated
with a time of significant historical change.’—The Independent on Sunday
 
(The Independent on Sunday 2014-09-21)

About the Author

Ferry Bertholet is an artist, author, and collector. Lambert van der Aalsvoort is an historian, author, and
collector. Régine Thiriez is a researcher in 19th-century photography in China.  

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Roberts:

This book untitled Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds) to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Brian Paige:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds), you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a e-book.



Amelia Page:

Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds) can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Among
the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Todd Porter:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Among the Celestials: China in
Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs
(Mercatorfonds) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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