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The companion book to Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s PBS series, And Still I Rise—a
timeline and chronicle of the past fifty years of black history in the U.S. in more
than 350 photos.

Beginning with the assassination of Malcolm X in February 1965, And Still I
Rise: From Black Power to the White House explores the last half-century of the
African American experience. More than fifty years after the passage of the Civil
Rights Act and the birth of Black Power, the United States has both a black
president and black CEOs running Fortune 500 companies—and a large black
underclass beset by persistent poverty, inadequate education, and an epidemic of
incarceration. Harvard professor and scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr. raises
disturbing and vital questions about this dichotomy. How did the African
American community end up encompassing such profound contradictions? And
what will “the black community” mean tomorrow?

Gates takes readers through the major historical events and untold stories of the
sixty years that have irrevocably shaped both the African American experience
and the nation as a whole, from the explosive social and political changes of the
1960s, into the 1970s and 1980s—eras characterized by both prosperity and
neglect—through the turn of the century to today, taking measure of such racial
flashpoints as the Tawana Brawley case, OJ Simpson’s murder trial, the murders
of Amadou Diallo and Trayvon Martin, and debates around the NYPD’s “stop
and frisk” policies. Even as it surveys the political and social evolution of black
America, And Still I Rise is also a celebration of the accomplishments of black
artists, musicians, writers, comedians, and thinkers who have helped to define
American popular culture and to change our world.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

A companion to the PBS series And Still I Rise, hosted and produced by the preeminent harvard scholar
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

This illustrated chronology details the most salient events of the last half century in African American
history, from the climactic moments of the civil rights movement—the assassinations of Malcolm X and
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965—and the once unimaginable, and
now nearly complete, two-term presidency of Barack H. Obama.

From Selma to Ferguson, affirmative action to the Forbes list, Motown to Def Jam, "Black Is Beautiful" to
"Black Lives Matter," And Still I Rise is a record of a people who have made astonishing progress since the
King years, climbing to the highest rungs of society and revolutionizing global culture, but who also confront
daunting challenges within a nation still struggling over issues of inequality.

The authors' year-by-year approach vividly chronicles the people and events that have irrevocably shaped the
African American community and the nation as a whole. At the root of And Still I Rise is a seemingly simple
question: What binds African Americans together? Is it the inheritance of memories and experiences across
time? Is it the legacy born of fighting a system of laws that, for such a long portion of American history,
drew a color line based on "one drop of blood?" Is it the common cause that has come from fighting for
freedom and equality, or the cultural ties that unite a people through the cultural and social institutions, the
sacred and secular forms and songs that speak to their epic journey? Or, given the sheer diversity and
divergence of some forty million people, is it even possible to think of this "nation-within-a-nation" as a
unified cultural or social entity at all?

Accompanying photographs of signal moments in the political and social evolution of Black America are
images of the accomplishments of black thinkers and artists, entertainers and writers, sports figures and
businesswomen and -men, professionals and workers, who have helped to define American culture, in all of
its manifestations. Comprehensive but in no way exhaustive, And Still I Rise is intended to start a
conversation, within and between generations and races.

About the Author

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., is the Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and the director of the W. E. B. Du
Bois Institute for African & African American Research at Harvard University. Emmy Award-winning
filmmaker, literary scholar, journalist, cultural critic, and institution builder, Professor Gates has authored
seventeen books and created fourteen documentary films. Having written for such leading publications as
The New Yorker, the New York Times, and Time, Professor Gates now serves as chairman of the daily online
magazine The Root and is editor in chief of the Oxford African American Studies Center. He has received
more than fifty honorary degrees from institutions the world over.



Kevin M. Burke is Director of Research at the Hutchins Center for African & African American Research at
Harvard University, and the Senior Historical Adviser on the PBS series And Still I Rise. He also serves as
President of the Downing Film Center, an award-winning nonprofit independent movie theater he helped
launch in Newburgh, New York, in 2006. Dr. Burke graduated magna cum laude from Harvard College in
1998 with a degree in Afro-American Studies and cum laude from Harvard Law School in 2003. He received
his master's degree in History and Ph.D. in the History of American Civilization from Harvard in 2004 and
2006, respectively.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eddie Nelson:

This And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK can be among the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this And
Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Nancy Rush:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will
give you a lot of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one
of many ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

James Fox:

The particular book And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK has a lot info on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Barbara Hall:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had



been exactly added. This publication And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK was filled about science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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