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Compelling and accessible, this Very Short Introduction challenges the
perception of borders as passive lines on a map, revealing them instead to be
integral forces in the economic, social, political, and environmental processes
that shape our lives. Highlighting the historical development and continued
relevance of borders, Alexander Diener and Joshua Hagen offer a powerful
counterpoint to the idea of an imminent borderless world, underscoring the
impact borders have on a range of issues, such as economic development, inter-
and intra-state conflict, global terrorism, migration, nationalism, international
law, environmental sustainability, and natural resource management. Diener and
Hagen demonstrate how and why borders have been, are currently, and will
undoubtedly remain hot topics across the social sciences and in the global
headlines for years to come. This compact volume will appeal to a broad,
interdisciplinary audience of scholars and students, including geographers,
political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, historians, international relations
and law experts, as well as lay readers interested in understanding current events.
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Compelling and accessible, this Very Short Introduction challenges the perception of borders as passive lines
on a map, revealing them instead to be integral forces in the economic, social, political, and environmental
processes that shape our lives. Highlighting the historical development and continued relevance of borders,
Alexander Diener and Joshua Hagen offer a powerful counterpoint to the idea of an imminent borderless
world, underscoring the impact borders have on a range of issues, such as economic development, inter- and
intra-state conflict, global terrorism, migration, nationalism, international law, environmental sustainability,
and natural resource management. Diener and Hagen demonstrate how and why borders have been, are
currently, and will undoubtedly remain hot topics across the social sciences and in the global headlines for
years to come. This compact volume will appeal to a broad, interdisciplinary audience of scholars and
students, including geographers, political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, historians, international
relations and law experts, as well as lay readers interested in understanding current events.
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Editorial Review

Review

"From private gated communities to fenced national borders and from gerrymandered electoral districts to
bounded fiscal spaces, we all live with (and against) barriers. This lively, brief, current, impressively
comprehensive and theoretically as well as philosophically inclusive 'introduction' is much more than that -
it's terrific coverage."--Harm de Blij, John A. Hannah Professor, Michigan State University

About the Author

Alexander C. Diener is an Assistant Professor of Geography at the University of Kansas. He is the author of
One Homeland or Two?: Nationalization and Transnationalization of Mongolia's Kazakhs.

Joshua Hagen is Professor of Geography at Marshall University. He is the co-editor of Borderlines and
Borderlands: Political Oddities at the Edge of the National State (with Alexander C. Diener) and author of
Preservation, Tourism and Nationalism: The Jewel of the German Past.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Flint:

The book Borders: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Borders: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Borders: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Aaron Tolleson:

Borders: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Borders: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.



Alice Myers:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Borders: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Scott Harrington:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Borders: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Borders: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can more appealing than now.
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