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In this illuminating celebration of the political world, Bernard Crick asserts that
politics, with
its compromises and power struggles, remains the only tested alternative to
government by
coercion, making both freedom and order possible in heterogeneous societies.
For Crick,
politics is messy and complex, and his book defends it against those who would
identify it with (and reduce it to) ideology, democracy, nationalism, or
technology.

This Fourth edition has been updated to include an assessment of the revolutions
in 1989 in
Eastern Europe. It also examines current situations in Northern Ireland, Israel and
Palestine,
and South Africa.

“A short book written with verve and brilliance. . . . He has written an
exceedingly clever and
disturbing book on important issues, all that he writes is alive and much of what
he says, even when it seems perversely provocative, turns out to be penetrating
and serious.”
—Isaiah Berlin, 20th Century

“One of the most thoughtful products of the political dialogues of the London
School of
Economics since the great days of Tawney, Dalton, Wallas and Hobhouse. Its
sobriety,
liberal spirit and toughness of mind are rare qualities in any political work.”
—Edward Shils, Guardian
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Editorial Review

Review
'He has written an exceedingly clever and disturbing book on important issues. All that he writes is alive and
much of what he says, even when it seems perversely provocative, turns out to be penetrating and serious.'
Isaiah Berlin, 20th Century

'One of the most thoughtful products of the political dialogues of the London School of Economics since the
great days of Tawney, Dalton, Wallas and Hobhouse. Its sobriety, liberal spirit and toughness of mind are
rare qualities in any political work.' Edward Shils, Guardian

From the Back Cover
In this illuminating celebration of the political world, Bernard Crick asserts that politics, with its
compromises and power struggles, remains the only tested alternative to government by coercion, making
both freedom and order possible in heterogeneous societies. For Crick, politics is messy and complex, and
his book defends it against those who would identify it with (and reduce it to) ideology, democracy,
nationalism, or technology. This Fourth edition has been updated to include an assessment of the revolutions
in 1989 in Eastern Europe. It also examines current situations in Northern Ireland, Israel and Palestine, and
South Africa.

About the Author

Bernard Crick is emeritus professor of politics at Birkbeck College, London, and honorary
fellow of Edinburgh University. Among his publications are George Orwell: A Life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

In other case, little folks like to read book In Defence of Politics. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book In Defence of Politics.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can
open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's read.

Tatum Martin:

Here thing why this kind of In Defence of Politics are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. In Defence of Politics giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with In Defence of Politics. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be



happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of In Defence of
Politics in e-book can be your alternate.

Patricia Smith:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually In Defence of Politics.

Martha Furman:

This In Defence of Politics is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having In Defence of Politics in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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