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The highly acclaimed first book of afantasy adventure series set in a mysterious
forest, starring a daring new hero.

"Readers will thrill to journey with Jinx" (SLJ, starred review), awizard's
apprentice, as he sets off on a quest through the dangerous Urwald, a magical
forest full of wizards and were-creatures, and discovers that it is more complex
than he could imagine, and that it needs him more than he could ever guess.

This humorous and smart tween fantasy adventure is perfect for fans of Septimus
Heap, The Sisters Grimm, and Fablehaven.

Supports the Common Core State Standards
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 4-8-"In the Urwald you grow up fast or not at all," readers learn in the opening of this rich and fecund
fantasy. Jinx isthat staple of children's literature: the scorned, ill-used orphan who proves to be so much
more gifted and important than he ever imagined possible. He occupies aworld that is simultaneously
original and familiar, influenced by centuries of folklore, but newly envisioned and vividly created. This
eldritch, primeval forest that Jinx has been warned to shun is, nevertheless, where he has been abandoned by
his heartless stepfather. Blackwood has popul ated this magical place with convincingly conflicted wizards
and witches who seem uncertain as to how much they should be using their skills to control events or the
beings around them. Jinx is slow to recognize his own powers as he digs his bare toes into the earth of the
forest and feels the pulsing heartbeat of itslife, or findsthat he can call up fire. Heis even slower to divine
the motives of the various people he encounters, including Elwyn and Reven-youths under mysterious curses
of their own-who navigate the Urwald beside him. Readers will thrill to the journey with Jinx as he discovers
and grows into himself. Though they will not feel abandoned at the edge of acliff at the book's end, they
won't be surprised-and will be delighted-if sequels are in the offing.-Miriam Lang Budin, Chappaqua
Library, NY a(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journas LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc.
No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Nearly abandoned in aforest by his stepfather, young orphan Jinx lands, instead, in the
home of awizard, Simon. There Jinx, who has aways had an ability to see others' feelingsin colors and
symbols, develops the ability to communicate with the forest’ s trees. But after Simon performs a spell, Jinx
loses his capacity as an emational seer. Setting out into the forest to look for a counterspell, Jinx joins
company with agirl and a boy, both of whom are suffering under their own curses. In this expertly paced,
beautifully written book, Blackwood elevates familiar fantasy elements with exquisitely credible characters
who inhabit aworld filled with well-drawn magic and whimsy—witches travel by butter churn, for example.
Rounding out the exciting story are terrifying dangers, delightful bouts of wordplay, and vivid settings that
will appeal to readers imaginations, senses of humor, and desire for fair play. A literary cut above Eoin
Colfer’s Artemis Fowl books but with no less tension or bravado, this exciting, thought-provoking debut will
leave readers eager for follow-up adventures. Grades 4-7, --Francisca Goldsmith

Review

In this expertly paced, beautifully written fantasy, Blackwood elevates familiar fantasy elements with
exquisitely credible characters who inhabit aworld filled with well-drawn magic and whimsy. (Booklist
(starred review))

Blackwood fills her tale with drama and delightfully funny dialogue. (Publishers Weekly (starred review))
Readers will thrill to journey with Jinx. (School Library Journal (starred review))

[Blackwood] puts her central three [characters] through a string of suspenseful, scary situations before
delivering a properly balanced closing set of resolutions, revelations and road signs to future episodes.

(Kirkus Reviews (starred review))

Flowing dialogue, easy interactions between the characters, a mixed Diana Wynne Jones/L1oyd Alexander
vibe, and a setting both familiar and original make the novel immediately inviting and compelling. (The
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Horn Book)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin Kennard:

Here thing why this Jinx are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good
however it depends in the content of it which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Jinx giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with Jinx. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Jinx in e-book can be your aternative.

Judy Brewer:

The feeling that you get from Jinx is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Jinx
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Jinx
instantly.

Joey Mendoza:

The guide with title Jinx contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get alot of benefit
after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Walter Telford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your abject. One of them is niagra Jinx.
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