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Political scandals have become a pervasive feature of many societies today. From
Profumo to the cash-for-questions scandal, from Watergate to the Clinton-
Lewinsky affair, scandals have come to play a central role in politics and in the
shaping of public debate. What are the characteristics of political scandals and
why have they come to assume such prominence today? What are the social and
political consequences of the preoccupation with political scandal in the public
domain?

In this major new book Thompson develops a systematic and wide-ranging
analysis of the phenomenon of political scandal. He shows that the rise of
political scandal is linked to the changes brought about by the development of
communication media, which have transformed the nature of visibility and
altered the relations between public and private life. He analyses the
characteristics of scandals as mediated events and he explains why mediated
scandals in the political field have become increasingly prevalent in recent years.

Distinguishing between three basic types of political scandal, Thompson
reconstructs the development of sex scandals, financial scandals and what he
calls 'power scandals' in Britain and the United States, showing how scandals
unfold and how they form part of distinctive political cultures of scandal. In the
final chapter, Thompson develops an original theoretical account of political
scandal and its consequences which highlights the connections between scandal,
reputation and trust.

This book is a path-breaking analysis of a troubling phenomenon which has
become a central feature of public life in our societies today. It will be of great
interest to students of sociology, politics, and media and cultural studies. It will
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also appeal to a wider readership interested in social and political issues.
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Political scandals have become a pervasive feature of many societies today. From Profumo to the cash-for-
questions scandal, from Watergate to the Clinton-Lewinsky affair, scandals have come to play a central role
in politics and in the shaping of public debate. What are the characteristics of political scandals and why
have they come to assume such prominence today? What are the social and political consequences of the
preoccupation with political scandal in the public domain?

In this major new book Thompson develops a systematic and wide-ranging analysis of the phenomenon of
political scandal. He shows that the rise of political scandal is linked to the changes brought about by the
development of communication media, which have transformed the nature of visibility and altered the
relations between public and private life. He analyses the characteristics of scandals as mediated events and
he explains why mediated scandals in the political field have become increasingly prevalent in recent years.

Distinguishing between three basic types of political scandal, Thompson reconstructs the development of sex
scandals, financial scandals and what he calls 'power scandals' in Britain and the United States, showing how
scandals unfold and how they form part of distinctive political cultures of scandal. In the final chapter,
Thompson develops an original theoretical account of political scandal and its consequences which
highlights the connections between scandal, reputation and trust.

This book is a path-breaking analysis of a troubling phenomenon which has become a central feature of
public life in our societies today. It will be of great interest to students of sociology, politics, and media and
cultural studies. It will also appeal to a wider readership interested in social and political issues.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ricardo Boddie:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the
book Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Elizabeth Hart:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Political Scandal: Power and
Visability in the Media Age book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Leslie Mickle:

Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the Media Age can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Political Scandal: Power and
Visability in the Media Age nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Valerie Smith:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Political Scandal: Power and Visability in the
Media Age can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step



for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Political Scandal:
Power and Visability in the Media Age.
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