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This book critically assesses recent debates about the colonial construction of
Hinduism. Increasingly scholars have come to realise that the dominant
understanding of Indian culture and its traditions is unsatisfactory. According to
the classical paradigm, Hindu traditions are conceptualized as features of a
religion with distinct beliefs, doctrines, sacred laws and holy texts. Today,
however, many academics consider this conception to be a colonial
‘construction’. This book focuses on the different versions, arguments and
counter-arguments of the thesis that the Hindu religion is a construct of
colonialism. Bringing together the different positions in the debate, it provides
necessary historical data, arguments and conceptual tools to examine the
argument. Organized in two parts, the first half of the book provides new
analyses of historical and empirical data; the second presents some of the
theoretical questions that have emerged from the debate on the construction of
Hinduism. Where some of the contributors argue that Hinduism was created as a
result of a western Christian notion of religion and the imperatives of British
colonialism, others show that this religion already existed in pre-colonial India;
and as an alternative to these standpoints, other writers argue that Hinduism only
exists in the European experience and does not correspond to any empirical
reality in India. This volume offers new insights into the nature of the
construction of religion in India and will be of interest to scholars of the History
of Religion, Asian Religion, Postcolonial and South Asian Studies.
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This book critically assesses recent debates about the colonial construction of Hinduism. Increasingly
scholars have come to realise that the dominant understanding of Indian culture and its traditions is
unsatisfactory. According to the classical paradigm, Hindu traditions are conceptualized as features of a
religion with distinct beliefs, doctrines, sacred laws and holy texts. Today, however, many academics
consider this conception to be a colonial ‘construction’. This book focuses on the different versions,
arguments and counter-arguments of the thesis that the Hindu religion is a construct of colonialism. Bringing
together the different positions in the debate, it provides necessary historical data, arguments and conceptual
tools to examine the argument. Organized in two parts, the first half of the book provides new analyses of
historical and empirical data; the second presents some of the theoretical questions that have emerged from
the debate on the construction of Hinduism. Where some of the contributors argue that Hinduism was created
as a result of a western Christian notion of religion and the imperatives of British colonialism, others show
that this religion already existed in pre-colonial India; and as an alternative to these standpoints, other writers
argue that Hinduism only exists in the European experience and does not correspond to any empirical reality
in India. This volume offers new insights into the nature of the construction of religion in India and will be of
interest to scholars of the History of Religion, Asian Religion, Postcolonial and South Asian Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[T]hese essays have the merit of making clear the residual Christian theological categories still used
in our discipline." - Andrew O. Fort, Texas Christian University (USA); RELIGION, Volume 41, Issue 4

About the Author

Esther Bloch and Marianne Keppens are Doctoral Researchers at the Research Centre Vergelijkende
Cultuurwetenschap, Ghent University, Belgium. Rajaram Hegde is Professor in History and Archaeology at
Kuvempu University, Karnataka, India. He is also the Director of the Centre for the Study of Local Cultures
- a research collaboration between Ghent University and Kuvempu University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

This Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian
Religion) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of
this Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion)
can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion)
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Andria Miguel:

The reserve untitled Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South
Asian Religion) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Rethinking
Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Mary Perry:

Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion) can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this



guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into
delight arrangement in writing Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial Construction of Hinduism
(Routledge South Asian Religion) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Phillip Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Rethinking Religion in India: The
Colonial Construction of Hinduism (Routledge South Asian Religion).
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