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The past two decades of politics in Washington have seen increased partisanship,
prolonged stalemates, and numerous scandals. For today's teenagers and young
adults, years of ineffective and inefficient political leadership have completely
eroded any sense that politicians or government have the ability to do good or
effect positive change. Worse, the mean-spirited, dysfunctional political system
that has come to characterize American politics has turned young people off to
the idea of running for office. With more than 500,000 elected positions in the
United States, what will happen when this generation is expected to take the reins
of political power?

Through an original, national survey of more than 4,000 high school and college
students, as well as more than 100 in-depth interviews, Jennifer L. Lawless and
Richard L. Fox find that young Americans feel completely alienated from
contemporary politics and express little ambition or aspiration to run for office in
the future. The overwhelming majority see nothing particularly noble about those
currently in office, viewing most as dishonest, self-interested, and disinterested in
helping their constituents. These young people want to improve their
communities and enact change in the world; but they don't think politics is the
way to achieve these goals. In fact, they look disdainfully upon the prospects of
growing up to be a mayor, governor, senator, or even president of the United
States. Running from Office explores young people's opinions about
contemporary politics and their political ambition (or lack of it). The book paints
a political profile of the next generation that should sound alarm bells about the
long-term, deeply embedded damage contemporary politics has wrought on U.S.
democracy and its youngest citizens.

As disheartening as their conclusions sound, Lawless and Fox end with practical
suggestions for how new technologies, national service programs, and well-
strategized public service campaigns could generate political ambition in young
people. Today's high school and college students care deeply about improving
the future, and it's not too late to ensure that they view running for office as an
effective way to do so.
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The past two decades of politics in Washington have seen increased partisanship, prolonged stalemates, and
numerous scandals. For today's teenagers and young adults, years of ineffective and inefficient political
leadership have completely eroded any sense that politicians or government have the ability to do good or
effect positive change. Worse, the mean-spirited, dysfunctional political system that has come to characterize
American politics has turned young people off to the idea of running for office. With more than 500,000
elected positions in the United States, what will happen when this generation is expected to take the reins of
political power?

Through an original, national survey of more than 4,000 high school and college students, as well as more
than 100 in-depth interviews, Jennifer L. Lawless and Richard L. Fox find that young Americans feel
completely alienated from contemporary politics and express little ambition or aspiration to run for office in
the future. The overwhelming majority see nothing particularly noble about those currently in office, viewing
most as dishonest, self-interested, and disinterested in helping their constituents. These young people want to
improve their communities and enact change in the world; but they don't think politics is the way to achieve
these goals. In fact, they look disdainfully upon the prospects of growing up to be a mayor, governor,
senator, or even president of the United States. Running from Office explores young people's opinions about
contemporary politics and their political ambition (or lack of it). The book paints a political profile of the
next generation that should sound alarm bells about the long-term, deeply embedded damage contemporary
politics has wrought on U.S. democracy and its youngest citizens.

As disheartening as their conclusions sound, Lawless and Fox end with practical suggestions for how new
technologies, national service programs, and well-strategized public service campaigns could generate
political ambition in young people. Today's high school and college students care deeply about improving
the future, and it's not too late to ensure that they view running for office as an effective way to do so.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jennifer L. Lawless is a Professor of Government and the Director of the Women & Politics Institute at
American University. Her research focuses on gender, political ambition, and campaigns and elections in the
United States.

Richard L. Fox is a Professor of Political Science at Loyola Marymount University. He conducts research
on the U.S. Congress, elections, media and politics, and women and politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jill Goulet:

Exactly why? Because this Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned Off to Politics is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robyn Pugh:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned Off to Politics
this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all
of you.

Jacki Peters:

Beside that Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned Off to Politics in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in



narrow community. It is good thing to have Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned Off to
Politics because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this?
Find this book along with read it from today!

Cassandra Giron:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned
Off to Politics was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Running from Office:
Why Young Americans are Turned Off to Politics has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
in your case and try to like reading this.
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