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A special 25th anniversary edition of the extraordinary international bestseller,
including a new Foreword by Paulo Coelho.

Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-
discovery, The Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies
around the world and transforming the lives of countless readers across
generations.

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian
shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will
lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined.
Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our
hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along
life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our dreams.
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A special 25th anniversary edition of the extraordinary international bestseller, including a new Foreword by
Paulo Coelho.

Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-discovery, The Alchemist has
become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and transforming the lives of countless
readers across generations.

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to
travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more
satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to
our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most
importantly, to follow our dreams.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Like the one-time bestseller Jonathan Livingston Seagull, The Alchemist presents a simple fable, based on
simple truths and places it in a highly unique situation. And though we may sniff a bestselling formula, it is
certainly not a new one: even the ancient tribal storytellers knew that this is the most successful method of
entertaining an audience while slipping in a lesson or two. Brazilian storyteller Paulo Coehlo introduces
Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who one night dreams of a distant treasure in the Egyptian pyramids.
And so he's off: leaving Spain to literally follow his dream.

Along the way he meets many spiritual messengers, who come in unassuming forms such as a camel driver
and a well-read Englishman. In one of the Englishman's books, Santiago first learns about the alchemists--
men who believed that if a metal were heated for many years, it would free itself of all its individual
properties, and what was left would be the "Soul of the World." Of course he does eventually meet an
alchemist, and the ensuing student-teacher relationship clarifies much of the boy's misguided agenda, while
also emboldening him to stay true to his dreams. "My heart is afraid that it will have to suffer," the boy
confides to the alchemist one night as they look up at a moonless night.

"Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself," the alchemist replies. "And that
no heart has ever suffered when it goes in search of its dreams, because every second of the search is a
second's encounter with God and with eternity." --Gail Hudson

From Publishers Weekly
This inspirational fable by Brazilian author and translator Coelho has been a runaway bestseller throughout
Latin America and seems poised to achieve the same prominence here. The charming tale of Santiago, a
shepherd boy, who dreams of seeing the world, is compelling in its own right, but gains resonance through
the many lessons Santiago learns during his adventures. He journeys from Spain to Morocco in search of
worldly success, and eventually to Egypt, where a fateful encounter with an alchemist brings him at last to
self-understanding and spiritual enlightenment. The story has the comic charm, dramatic tension and
psychological intensity of a fairy tale, but it's full of specific wisdom as well, about becoming self-
empowered, overcoming depression, and believing in dreams. The cumulative effect is like hearing a
wonderful bedtime story from an inspirational psychiatrist. Comparisons to The Little Prince are appropriate;
this is a sweetly exotic tale for young and old alike. 50,000 first printing; $50,000 ad/promo.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- This simple, yet eloquent parable celebrates the richness of the human spirit. A young Spanish
shepherd seeking his destiny travels to Egypt where he learns many lessons, particularly from a wise old
alchemist. The real alchemy here, however, is the transmuting of youthful idealism into mature wisdom. The
blending of conventional ideas with an exotic setting makes old truths seem new again. This shepherd takes
the advice Hamlet did not heed, learning to trust his heart and commune with it as a treasured friend.
Enjoyable and easy to read, this timeless fantasy validates the aspirations and dreams of youth.
- Sabrina Fraunfelter, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gayle Oconnell:

Here thing why that The Alchemist are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Alchemist
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Alchemist. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Alchemist in e-book can be your alternate.

John Olive:

The Alchemist can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Alchemist although doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Erica Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Alchemist e-book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Alchemist as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Gene Lyons:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list will be The Alchemist. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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