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This volume brings together Seth Benardete's studies of Hesiod's Theogony,
Homer's Iliad, and Greek tragedy, of eleven Platonic dialogues, and Aristotle's
Metaphysics. These essays, some never before published, others difficult to find,
span four decades of his work and document its impressive range. Benardete's
philosophic reading of the poets and his poetic reading of the philosophers share
a common ground that makes this collection a whole. The key, suggested by his
reflections on Leo Strauss in the last piece, lies in the question of how to read
Plato. Benardete's way is characterized not just by careful attention to the literary
form that separates doctrine from dialogue, and speeches from deed; rather, by
following the dynamic of these differences, he uncovers the argument that
belongs to the dialogue as a whole. The "turnaround" such an argument
undergoes bears consequences for understanding the dialogue as radical as the
conversion of the philosopher in Plato's image of the cave.

Benardete's original interpretations are the fruits of this discovery of the
"argument of the action."
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This collection of essays by Benardete (classics, New York Univ.) brings together 20 unpublished or
difficult-to-find works covering a period of approximately four decades. Subjects addressed include The
Iliad, Greek tragedy, several Platonic dialogs ("Timaeus," "Lysis," "Symposium," "Phaedo," and others) and
Aristotle's Metaphysics. The introduction discusses Benardete's approach to his work and the manner in
which he carries out his analyses and is a useful preparatory to the essays. For those who have extensive
backgrounds in Greek classics or philosophy, these essays will be of considerable interest and value. They
are not, however, intended for newcomers to these fields of study, as the detail and depth of the analyses are
quite extensive. Benardete is an exceptional writer; his prose is clear, and the structure of his discussion is
always evident. This collection should be a welcome addition to academic libraries supporting upper
undergraduate or graduate studies in classics or philosophy, particularly since several of the essays have
never before appeared in print.
-Terry C. Skeats, Bishop's Univ. Lib., Lennoxville, Quebec
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Seth Benardete (1930–2001) was professor of classics at New York University. He is the author of Plato’s
Laws: The Discovery of Being, and translated Aeschylus’ The Persians and The Suppliant Maidens, all
published by The University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer
that question since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The Argument of the
Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy to read.

Julie Tice:

This The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy are reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Argument of the Action: Essays on
Greek Poetry and Philosophy can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and



Philosophy giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jacob Hill:

Exactly why? Because this The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Marlene Clabaugh:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek
Poetry and Philosophy.
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