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"One of the great historic controversies in philosophy," according to Bertrand
Russell, is that between empiricists--"best represented by the British
philosophers, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume"--and rationalists. This book sets the
empiricists in their contemporary and cultural context, examines their various
approaches to philosophy, and highlights the significance of their ideas to 20th-
century thinking. By focusing on what the "empiricists" actually have to say,
rather than on their classification as such, Woolhouse incidentally shows how
unreliable these conventional labels can be.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Among the strengths of the book is Woolhouse's treatment of empiricism as both a theory and a
methodology. He accurately notes, for example, that Bacon was primarily motivated by empiricism as a
method of inquiry while others, like Locke, provided more theoretical accounts of the view called
"empiricism"....In addition, the book is easy to read, and athough of necessity it contains a great deal of
philosophical jargon, that jargon is almost always explained in such a way as to make it comprehensible to
an educated reader....Ideal for a graduate student who is preparing for general exams in the history of
philosophy, or for an instructor who, after a long time of not teaching such material, is looking for a good
source covering the major issues that might be treated in an undergraduate course whose focus is on
empiricism." Teaching Philosophy

From the Back Cover
'One of the great historic controversies in philosophy' was how Bertrand Russell described the ideological
conflict between rationalist and empiricists-the conflict between reason and experience as sources of
knowledge and ideas.

About the Author
R. S. Woolhouse is Reader in Philosophy at the University of York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hubert Ray:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Empiricists (History of Western Philosophy). Try to make the
book The Empiricists (History of Western Philosophy) as your good friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ruth Davis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Empiricists (History of Western
Philosophy). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other



social media.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Empiricists (History of Western
Philosophy) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Amanda Young:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Empiricists (History of Western Philosophy) will give you a new experience in looking at a
book.
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