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The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium is a three-volume, comprehensive dictionary
of Byzantine civilization. The first resource of its kind in the field, it features
over 5,000 entries written by an international group of eminent Byzantinists
covering all aspects of life in the Byzantine world. According to Alexander
Kazhdan, editor-in-chief of the Dictionary: "Entries on patriarchy and emperors
will coexist with entries on surgery and musical instruments. An entry on the
cultivation of grain will not only be connected to entries on agriculture and its
economics but on diet, the baking of bread, and the role of bread in this changing
society."
Major entries treat such topics as agriculture, art, literature, and politics, while
shorter entries examine topics that relate to Byzantium such as the history of
Kiev and personalities of ancient and biblical history. Each article is followed by
a bibliography, and numerous maps, tables, architectural designs, and
genealogies reinforce and clarify the text.
The new Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium will be the standard research tool and
reference work for Byzantinists from graduate students to advanced scholars, and
an essential resource for college and school libraries. It will also be an invaluable
guide for classicists, Western medievalists, Islamicists, Slavicists, art historians,
religious historians, and scholars of archaeology.
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The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium is a three-volume, comprehensive dictionary of Byzantine civilization.
The first resource of its kind in the field, it features over 5,000 entries written by an international group of
eminent Byzantinists covering all aspects of life in the Byzantine world. According to Alexander Kazhdan,
editor-in-chief of the Dictionary: "Entries on patriarchy and emperors will coexist with entries on surgery
and musical instruments. An entry on the cultivation of grain will not only be connected to entries on
agriculture and its economics but on diet, the baking of bread, and the role of bread in this changing society."
Major entries treat such topics as agriculture, art, literature, and politics, while shorter entries examine topics
that relate to Byzantium such as the history of Kiev and personalities of ancient and biblical history. Each
article is followed by a bibliography, and numerous maps, tables, architectural designs, and genealogies
reinforce and clarify the text.
The new Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium will be the standard research tool and reference work for
Byzantinists from graduate students to advanced scholars, and an essential resource for college and school
libraries. It will also be an invaluable guide for classicists, Western medievalists, Islamicists, Slavicists, art
historians, religious historians, and scholars of archaeology.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
After 35 years that witnessed the explosion of information on virtually every subject, we are in the age of
synthesis: encyclopedias and dictionaries abound. With the recent 12-volume Dictionary of the Middle Ages
( LJ 2/1/83) and the older one-volume Oxford Classical Dictionary ( LJ 5/1/71. 2d ed.), this forms a trio of
essential resources. The 100 contributors, many of them distinguished experts, have succeeded in their
"attempt to collect within a single work data concerning all fields of Byzantine studies." The 5000-plus
entries provide authoritative coverage not only of "traditional" topics such as art and architecture, basilica,
agriculture, chronology, geography, literature, medicine, military strategy, science, and theology, but also
many facets of everyday life--baths, clocks, houses, locks and padlocks, etc. The social historian will be
especially pleased with the entries on abortion, childbirth, criminal procedure, food and diet, homosexuality,
marriage and the family, names, prostitution, and slavery. The editor deserves special thanks for the
uniformly lucid and readable style, for the clear illustrations, and for the useful maps, though the captions are
not very informative. Three caveats: many terms appear only in Greek transliteration without adequate
definition or explanation; the bibliographies are often skimpy; and the genealogical tables lack the emperors'
regnal years. Still, this will endure as the first book the beginning student or the advanced scholar will reach
for on the 1100-year history of Byzantium. Academic, large public, and research libraries must acquire this
treasure.
-Bennett D. Hill, Georgetown Univ., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"This reference work is a major event for Byzantine studies....This is a remarkable accomplishment, one that
both specialists and the educated public will find useful."--Speculum

"An indispensable reference tool for Byzantinists and Western medievalists, as well as an authoritative
source for the more casual reader."--Religious Studies Review

"A landmark achievement that has no peer....Can be recommended wholeheartedly as an indispensable
reference work of great worth."--Missiology

"The editor deserves special thanks for the uniformly lucid and readable style, for the clear illustrations, and
for the useful maps....This will endure as the first book the beginning student or the advanced scholar will
reach for on the 1100-year history of Byzantium. Academic, large public, and research libraries must acquire
this treasure."--Library Journal

"The student of religion and the theologian will find much of interest throughout these three



tomes."--Theological Studies

"A necessary addition for college and university libraries at all levels."--Choice

"A magnificent project and will prove to be one of the most significant scholarly resources in the last quarter
of the 20th century."--Review & Expositor

"Throughout there is a welcome attention to realia and to daily life....The ODB now joins the OCD and the
ODCC as an essential reference work for every academic or public library."--Religious Studies Review

"No respectable library can afford to forgo the immediate purchase of the Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium,
because it will be cited throughout the world, as the scholarly reference on all matters Byzantine."--Biblical
Archaeology Review

"Satisfies a long-felt need for a comprehensive reference work on the Eastern empire....There is no other
reference work that covers the Byzantine world as thoroughly as the ODB....An essential purchase for
academic collections supporting curricula in art history or medieval studies."--RBB/Booklist

About the Author
Alexander P. Kazhdan is at Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C..

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Here thing why that The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium (3-Volume Set) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium (3-Volume Set) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with
The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium (3-Volume Set). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium (3-
Volume Set) in e-book can be your substitute.



April Wages:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Oxford
Dictionary of Byzantium (3-Volume Set), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Jamie Wallace:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top listing in your reading list is The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium (3-Volume Set). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

William Culley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Oxford Dictionary of
Byzantium (3-Volume Set).
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