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The Tattoo History Source Book is an exhaustingly thorough, lavishly illustrated
collection of historical records of tattooing throughout the world, from ancient
times to the present. Collected together in one place, for the first time, are texts
by explorers, journalists, physicians, psychiatrists, anthropologists, scholars,
novelists, criminologists, and tattoo artists.

A brief essay by Gilbert sets each chapter in an historical context. Topics covered
include the first written records of tattooing by Greek and Roman authors; the
dispersal of tattoo designs and techniques throughout Polynesia; the discovery of
Polynesian tattooing by European explorers; Japanese tattooing; the first 19th-
century European and American tattoo artists; tattooed British royalty; the
invention of the tattooing machine; and tattooing in the circus.

The anthology concludes with essays by four prominent contemporary tattoo
artists: Tricia Allen, Chuck Eldridge, Lyle Tuttle, and Don Ed Hardy. The
references at the end of each section will provide an introduction to the extensive
literature that has been inspired by the ancient-but-neglected art of tattooing.
Because of its broad historical context, The Tattoo History Source Book will be
of interest to the general reader as well as art historians, tattoo fans,
neurasthenics, hebephrenics, and cyclothemics.
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The Tattoo History Source Book is an exhaustingly thorough, lavishly illustrated collection of historical
records of tattooing throughout the world, from ancient times to the present. Collected together in one place,
for the first time, are texts by explorers, journalists, physicians, psychiatrists, anthropologists, scholars,
novelists, criminologists, and tattoo artists.

A brief essay by Gilbert sets each chapter in an historical context. Topics covered include the first written
records of tattooing by Greek and Roman authors; the dispersal of tattoo designs and techniques throughout
Polynesia; the discovery of Polynesian tattooing by European explorers; Japanese tattooing; the first 19th-
century European and American tattoo artists; tattooed British royalty; the invention of the tattooing
machine; and tattooing in the circus.

The anthology concludes with essays by four prominent contemporary tattoo artists: Tricia Allen, Chuck
Eldridge, Lyle Tuttle, and Don Ed Hardy. The references at the end of each section will provide an
introduction to the extensive literature that has been inspired by the ancient-but-neglected art of tattooing.
Because of its broad historical context, The Tattoo History Source Book will be of interest to the general
reader as well as art historians, tattoo fans, neurasthenics, hebephrenics, and cyclothemics.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Body piercing and tattooing have seen a resurgence in America in the last decade. Sometimes referred to as
an aspect of the "new tribalism," body arts harkens to practices usually associated with so-called primitive
societies. Medical illustrator, writer, and part-time tattoo artist Gilbert seeks to explore the historical depth
and aesthetic variations of tattoos as permanent body decoration. The text consists mostly of excerpts from
the works of anthropologists, explorers, physicians, artists, and others and dates from Greek and Roman
times to the present. The organization can be confusing, but Gilbert provides contextual essays for individual
chapters, which are arranged primarily geographically, with the deepest coverage on Oceania, Japan, and
Europe/America. The illustrations, ranging from crude line drawings to full-color photos, are perhaps the
most fascinating element in the book. Unlike some books on tattooing, the images do not emphasize the
salacious. While the text is not academic in tone, Gilbert supports his research with an extensive reference
citation list and bibliography. Capable of entertaining and enlightening both young enthusiasts and
anthropologists, this is recommended for both public and academic libraries. Eugene C. Burt, Seattle
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Tattoo History Source Book. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Tattoo
History Source Book. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kevin Nixon:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book The Tattoo History Source Book ended up
being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book The Tattoo History Source Book is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Tattoo History
Source Book. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Lily Pawlak:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Tattoo



History Source Book suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Tattoo History Source Bookis one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Michael Wheeler:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book The Tattoo History Source Book it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.
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