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A groundbreaking chronicle of the violent early years of the People’s
Republic of China, by the author of the BBC Samuel Johnson Prize–winning
Mao’s Great Famine.

"The Chinese Communist party refers to its victory in 1949 as a 'liberation.' In
China the story of liberation and the revolution that followed is not one of peace,
liberty, and justice. It is first and foremost a story of calculated terror and
systematic violence." So begins Frank Dikötter’s stunning and revelatory
chronicle of Mao Zedong’s ascension and campaign to transform the Chinese
into what the party called New People. Due to the secrecy surrounding the
country’s records, little has been known before now about the eight years that
followed, preceding the massive famine and Great Leap Forward.

Drawing on hundreds of previously classified documents, secret police reports,
unexpurgated versions of leadership speeches, eyewitness accounts of those who
survived, and more, and told with great narrative sweep, The Tragedy of
Liberation bears witness to a shocking, largely untold history, giving voice at last
to the millions who were lost and casting new light on the foundations of one of
the most powerful regimes of the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Frank Dikötter's The Tragedy of Liberation just might force Mao's fans to look reality in the eye--and grow
up . . .With Mao's Famine and The Tragedy of Liberation, Mr. Dikötter has created the first two parts of an
important trilogy . . . As someone who did witness the Cultural Revolution firsthand, as a diplomat in Beijing
from 1966 to 1969, I look forward to Mr. Dikötter's analysis in his final volume.” ?George Walden, The Wall
Street Journal

“As he did in his previous work, Dikötter wades deep into the grim reality . . . [and] marshals his meticulous
research to show how Mao continually set up expectiations only to mow them viciously down. Under the
'shiny surface' of Mao's propaganda, the author ably reveals the violence and misery.” ?Kirkus

“The book is a remarkable work of archival research . . . Dikötter sustains a strong human dimension to the
story by skillfully weaving individual voices through the length of the book.” ?Financial Times

“With a mixture of passion and ruthlessness, he marshals the facts, many of them recently unearthed in party
archives. Out of these, Mr Dikötter constructs a devastating case for how extreme violence, not a moral
mandate, was at the heart of how the party got to power, and of how it then governed.” ?Economist

About the Author
Frank Dikötter is chair professor of humanities at the University of Hong Kong. Before moving to Asia in
2006, he was professor of the modern history of China at the School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London. He has published nine books about the history of China, including Mao's Great
Famine, which won the BBC Samuel Johnson Prize for Non-Fiction in 2011. He lives in Hong Kong.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Boyd:

The book The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 to become
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a book The Tragedy of
Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?



Erin Chretien:

This The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 is brand new way for you
who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The Tragedy of
Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Donald Bonilla:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese
Revolution 1945-1957 as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-
1957 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Tom Harris:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 when you
necessary it?
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