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Originally titled The Religions of Man, this completely revised and updated
edition of Smith′s masterpiece, now with an engaging new foreword, explores the
essential elements and teachings of the world′s predominant faiths, including:

Hinduism,

Buddhism,

Confucianism,

Taoism,

Islam,

Judaism,

Christianity,

and the native traditions of the Americas, Australia, Africa, and Oceania.

Emphasising the inner -- rather than institutional -- dimensions of these religions,
Smith devotes special attention to Zen and Tibetan Buddhism, Sufism, and the
teachings of Jesus. He convincingly conveys the unique appeal and gifts of each
of the traditions and reveals their hold on the human heart and imagination.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The World's Religions, by Huston Smith, has been a standard introduction to its eponymous subject since its
first publication in 1958. Smith writes humbly, forswearing judgment on the validity of world religions. His
introduction asks, "How does it all sound from above? Like bedlam, or do the strains blend in strange,
ethereal harmony? ... We cannot know. All we can do is try to listen carefully and with full attention to each
voice in turn as it addresses the divine. Such listening defines the purpose of this book." His criteria for
inclusion and analysis of religions in this book are "relevance to the modern mind" and "universality," and
his interest in each religion is more concerned with its principles than its context. Therefore, he avoids
cataloging the horrors and crimes of which religions have been accused, and he attempts to show each "at
their best." Yet The World's Religions is no pollyannaish romp: "It is about religion alive," Huston writes. "It
calls the soul to the highest adventure it can undertake, a proposed journey across the jungles, peaks, and
deserts of the human spirit. The call is to confront reality." And by translating the voices of Hinduism,
Buddhism, Islam, Confucianism, Christianity, and Judaism, among others, Smith has amplified the divine
call for generations of readers. --Michael Joseph Gross

Review
"Huston Smith's classic on the world's religions has justifiably become as venerable as the old texts he
studies. . . . I urge all readers to make it the core of their home library." -- Thomas Moore, author of Care of
the Soul and The Soul of Sex

"Intelligent, clearly written...reveals the spirit of each faith." -- New York Times

"Intelligent, clearly written...reveals the spirit of each faith." -- -- New York Times

"Intelligent, clearly written...reveals the spirit of each faith." -- -- The New York Times Book Review

"The best one-volume book on world religions remains Huston Smith's THE WORLD RELIGIONS." --
Library Journal

"This is not only the best book of its kind, there is nothing else in its league." -- -- Stephen Mitchell

"This is one book on world religions I can't do without. I return to it often--and always with reward." -- Bill
Moyers

"This is one book on world religions I can't do without. I return to it often--and always with reward." -- --
Bill Moyers

"Huston Smith's classic on the world's religions has justifiably become as venerable as the old texts he
studies. I'm thrilled to see it enjoying yet another incarnation. It is more important today than it was in its
first printing, and I urge everyone to make it the core of their home library." -- Thomas Moore, author of
Care of the Soul and The Soul of Sex



"Intelligent, clearly written...reveals the spirit of each faith." -- The New York Times Book Review

"This is not only the best book of its kind, there is nothing else in its league." -- Stephen Mitchell

About the Author

Huston Smith is internationally known and revered as the premier teacher of world religions. He is the focus
of a five-part PBS television series with Bill Moyers and has taught at Washington University, the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Syracuse University, and the University of California at Berkeley.
The recipient of twelve honorary degrees, Smith's fifteen books include his bestselling The World's
Religions, Why Religion Matters, and his autobiography, Tales of Wonder.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

The actual book The World's Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The World's Religions: Our Great
Wisdom Traditions is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Trent Gibson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. The World's Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Deanna Marcantel:

The book untitled The World's Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Clyde King:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The World's Religions: Our Great Wisdom



Traditions was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The World's Religions:
Our Great Wisdom Traditions has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.
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