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A seemingly smple tale of schoolboys marooned on anisland, Lord of the Flies
has proven to be one of the most enigmatic and provocative pieces of literature
ever published. This casebook probes the many layers of meaning in the novel,
examining its literary, philosophical, historical, scientific, and religious
significance. Beginning with aliterary analysis that explores the universality of
the novel's characters, the story is considered as subversion of the adventure tale,
comparing it to such classics as Treasure Island and Robinson Crusoe. From
these literary depictions of savagery, this study delves deeper, confronting the
long-running philosophical and biological debates about human nature that have
absorbed such influential thinkers as Rousseau and Darwin. The full meaning of
Lord of the Fliesis further contextualized by tracing historical views on
civilization, from the Victorian perspective, to the very real horrors of World
War Il. This casebook integrates analysis and primary documents, with excerpts
from materials as diverse as the Bible, the writings of Darwin, and war crimes
interviews, to explore the very nature of human aggression and evil. This book
will spark studentsto consider intriguing connections between Golding's
masterpiece and broader concepts of civilization, altruism, political leadership
responsibilities, and the history of western imperialism.

The interdisciplinary approach of this casebook helps students situate the lessons
of Lord of the Fliesin the context of Education, War and Postwar, the Adventure
Story, Religion, and Biology and Evolution. The six topic sections integrate
origina illustrations and photos, literary excerpts, and primary documents and
historic writings that help contextualize the work. Thought-provoking ideas for
class discussions and research topics, with carefully chosen further reading
suggestions enhance this volume as a teaching tool.
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A seemingly simple tale of schoolboys marooned on an island, Lord of the Flies has proven to be one of the
most enigmatic and provocative pieces of literature ever published. This casebook probes the many layers of
meaning in the novel, examining its literary, philosophical, historical, scientific, and religious significance.
Beginning with aliterary analysis that explores the universality of the novel's characters, the story is
considered as subversion of the adventure tale, comparing it to such classics as Treasure Island and

Robinson Crusoe. From these literary depictions of savagery, this study delves deeper, confronting the long-
running philosophical and biological debates about human nature that have absorbed such influential thinkers
as Rousseau and Darwin. The full meaning of Lord of the Fliesis further contextualized by tracing historical
views on civilization, from the Victorian perspective, to the very real horrors of World War 11. This casebook
integrates analysis and primary documents, with excerpts from materials as diverse as the Bible, the writings
of Darwin, and war crimes interviews, to explore the very nature of human aggression and evil. This book
will spark students to consider intriguing connections between Golding's masterpiece and broader concepts
of civilization, altruism, political leadership responsibilities, and the history of western imperialism.

The interdisciplinary approach of this casebook helps students situate the lessons of Lord of the Fliesin the
context of Education, War and Postwar, the Adventure Story, Religion, and Biology and Evolution. The six
topic sections integrate origina illustrations and photos, literary excerpts, and primary documents and
historic writings that help contextualize the work. Thought-provoking ideas for class discussions and
research topics, with carefully chosen further reading suggestions enhance this volume as a teaching tool.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 9 Up-A book to help students understand a complex novel. Olsen first offers literary analysis and
critical overviews of characters, themes, and relevance to everyday life. Next, she deals with the concepts of
civilization and savagery and British Imperialism, and then goes on to describe the British school system.
She also coversreligion asiit relates to the novel and the nature of man from abiological perspective. Finaly,
the author explores why the novel is so pessimistic. Each chapter ends with awide variety of discussion and
essay questions and suggests readings and videos. This book will encourage studentsto link the story to real-
life experience, and will help anyone trying to flesh out the levels of meaning in Lord of the Flies.

Sandra L. Doggett, Urbana High School, ljamsville, MD

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This book will encourage students to link the story to real-life experience, and will help anyone trying to
flesh out the levels of meaning in Lord of the Flies."-School Library Journal

?Recommended.?- The GaleGroup
?Recommended.?-The GaleGroup

?This book will encourage studentsto link the story to real-life experience, and will help anyone trying to
flesh out the levels of meaning in Lord of the Flies.?-School Library Journal

?The value of Olsen's book to the student and scholar is evident in the very words stating her own objectives.
Firstly, Olsen hopes "to make the task” of doing research on the novel and its background "somewhat
easier";she wishes to accomplish thisin each chapter. All in all she succeedsin providing relevant material
for discussion and useful literary and/or historical documents at the end of each chapter, all of which allow
the Lord of the Flies reader to explore its multi-level complexities.?-Utopian Studies

"The value of Olsen's book to the student and scholar is evident in the very words stating her own objectives.
Firstly, Olsen hopes "to make the task” of doing research on the novel and its background "somewhat
easier";she wishes to accomplish thisin each chapter. All in all she succeedsin providing relevant material
for discussion and useful literary and/or historical documents at the end of each chapter, al of which allow
the Lord of the Flies reader to explore its multi-level complexities.”-Utopian Studies

About the Author

KIRSTIN OLSEN has worked as book editor, high school English teacher, artist and author./e Her published
books include Chronology of Women's History (Greenwood 1994), Remember the Ladies: A Woman's Book
of Days, and Daily Life in 18th- Century England (Greenwood 1999).



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alfonso Miller:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or it for al peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Understanding Lord of the
Flies: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature
in Context" Series). All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Terri Mitchell:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Understanding Lord of the Flies: A
Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in
Context" Series) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't
assess book by its handle, so do you till needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Marlene Wiedman:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can be your answer asit can be
read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Martin Herrin:

Y ou can get this Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to I ssues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.
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