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Consumption practices in China have been transformed at an unprecedented
pace. Under Mao Zedong, the state controlled nearly all aspects of what people
consumed, from everyday necessities to entertainment and the media; today,
shoddy state-run stores characterized by a dearth of choices have made way for
luxury malls and hypermarkets filled with a multitude of products.

Consumption in China explores what it means to be a consumer in the world’s
fastest growing economy. LiAnne Yu provides a multi-faceted portrait of the
impact of increased consumption on urban spaces, social status, lifestyles,
identities, and freedom of expression. The book also examines what is unique
and what is universal about how consumer practices in China have developed,
investigating the factors that differentiate them from what has been observed
among the already mature consumer markets.

Behind the often staggering statistics about China are the very human stories that
highlight the emotional and social triggers behind consumption. This engaging
book is a valuable resource for students, scholars and business professionals
interested in a deeper understanding of what motivates China’s consumers, and
what challenges they face as more aspects of everyday life become
commoditized.
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Consumption practices in China have been transformed at an unprecedented pace. Under Mao Zedong, the
state controlled nearly all aspects of what people consumed, from everyday necessities to entertainment and
the media; today, shoddy state-run stores characterized by a dearth of choices have made way for luxury
malls and hypermarkets filled with a multitude of products.

Consumption in China explores what it means to be a consumer in the world’s fastest growing economy.
LiAnne Yu provides a multi-faceted portrait of the impact of increased consumption on urban spaces, social
status, lifestyles, identities, and freedom of expression. The book also examines what is unique and what is
universal about how consumer practices in China have developed, investigating the factors that differentiate
them from what has been observed among the already mature consumer markets.

Behind the often staggering statistics about China are the very human stories that highlight the emotional and
social triggers behind consumption. This engaging book is a valuable resource for students, scholars and
business professionals interested in a deeper understanding of what motivates China’s consumers, and what
challenges they face as more aspects of everyday life become commoditized.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is an extremely readable insight into the forces that drive consumer trends in what will one day become
the world's largest consumer market. It's a book for any CEO hoping for a slice of the action."
South China Morning Post

"A valuable resource"
China Daily

''An informative combination of firsthand observations, extensive interviews, and social theory allows
readers to follow Chinese consumers into a new world of goods and services. This book provides up-to-date
coverage of key aspects of Chinese consumerism, including the impact of the internet, the influence of
China's one-child households, and the implications of new private and commercial spaces."
Karl Gerth, author of As China Goes, So Goes the World: How Chinese Consumers are Transforming
Everything

''The transformation of Chinese consumers in the last three decades, a dazzling subject, is presented in this
book with rich ethnographic evidence and clear historical contextualization. The author has skilfully weaved
consumer voices and her own experience with a wide range of academic theories and business insights.''
Mag Wong, Founder and Non-Executive Chairman of Oracle Added Value, Hong Kong

"Consumption in China is a timely contribution to the growing literature on the emerging Chinesemiddle
class. Its engaging writing style makes it a good read for undergraduates and a general audience who are
interested in China?s new social landscape at large."
The American Anthropologist

About the Author
LiAnne Yu received her PhD in Anthropology from UC San Diego, and is an independent consumer
consultant with particular expertise in emerging markets, having worked with clients such as Microsoft,
Google, HP, eBay, Time Warner, and Global English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Bell:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called
Consumption in China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation (China Today)? Maybe
it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other
opinion?



Robert Schrader:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Consumption in
China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation (China Today) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Consumption in
China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation (China Today)is a single of several
books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Fred Musso:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Consumption in China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping
the Nation (China Today) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.

Eric Valentine:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Consumption in China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping
the Nation (China Today) can make you feel more interested to read.
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