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Editorial Review

From Kirkus Reviews
The ethnobotanist co-author of Psilocybin: The Magic Mushroom Grower's Guide (not reviewed) puts forth
the theory that magic mushrooms are the original ``tree of knowledge'' and that the general lack of
psychedelic exploration is leading Western society toward eventual collapse or destruction--controversial
statements, to say the least, though the argument's details often prove fascinating. In the beginning,
McKenna tells us, there were protohumans with small brains and plenty of genetic competition, and what
eventually separated the men from the apes was an enthusiasm for the hallucinogenic mushrooms that grew
on the feces of local cattle. Claiming that psilocybin in the hominid diet would have enhanced eyesight,
sexual enjoyment, and language ability and would have thereby placed the mushroom-eaters in the front
lines of genetic evolution--eventually leading to hallucinogen-ingesting shamanistic societies, the ancient
Minoan culture, and some Amazonian tribes today--McKenna also asserts that the same drugs are now
outlawed in the US because of their corrosive effect on our male-dominated, antispiritual society.
Unconsciously craving the vehicles by which our ancestors expanded their imaginations and found meaning
in their lives, he says, we feast on feeble substitutes: coffee, sugar, and chocolate, which reinforce
competition and aggressiveness; tobacco, which destroys our bodies; alcohol, whose abuse leads to male
violence and female degradation; TV, which deadens our senses; and the synthetics--heroin, cocaine and
their variations--which leave us victimized by our own addiction. On the other hand, argues McKenna,
magic mushrooms, used in a spiritually enlightened, ritual manner, can open the door to greater
consciousness and further the course of human evolution- -legalization of all drugs therefore is, he says, an
urgent necessity. Provocative words--often captivating, but not often convincing. -- Copyright ©1991,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge A
Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution. Try to make the book Food of the Gods: The Search
for the Original Tree of Knowledge A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution as your
buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

David Beall:

This Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge A Radical History of Plants, Drugs,
and Human Evolution are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge A Radical History of Plants,



Drugs, and Human Evolution can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of
Knowledge A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Matter:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original
Tree of Knowledge A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Haley Thacker:

You may get this Food of the Gods: The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge A Radical History of
Plants, Drugs, and Human Evolution by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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