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In the historical and literary imagination, the Balkans loom large as a somewhat
frightening and ill-defined space, often seen negatively as a region of small and
spiteful peoples, racked by racial and ethnic hatred, always ready to burst into
violent conflict. The Balkans in World History re-defines this space in positive
terms, taking as a starting point the cultural, historical, and social threads that
allow us to see this region as a coherent if complex whole. Eminent historian
Andrew Wachtel here depicts the Balkans as that borderland geographical space
in which four of the world's greatest civilizations have overlapped in a sustained
and meaningful way to produce a complex, dynamic, sometimes combustible,
multi-layered local civilization. It is the space in which the cultures of ancient
Greece and Rome, of Byzantium, of Ottoman Turkey, and of Roman Catholic
Europe met, clashed and sometimes combined. The history of the Balkans is thus
a history of creative borrowing by local people of the various civilizations that
have nominally conquered the region. Encompassing Bulgaria, Croatia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Albania, Macedonia, Greece, and
European Turkey, the Balkans have absorbed many voices and traditions,
resulting in one of the most complex and interesting regions on earth.
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geographical space in which four of the world's greatest civilizations have overlapped in a sustained and
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wachtel has an eye for the telling artifact, poem, ritual, linguistic feature, and custom, not simply the
seminal event. He also has a fine sense of how much of the story has to be left out if a tight, fluent narrative
is to be maintained."--Foreign Affairs

"A remarkable concoction. In a seemingly impossible bit of synthesis...this slim masterpiece gracefully
navigate[s] potential nationalist objections with a slight of pen few could hope to accomplish...[the author]
offers the targeted audience a first-class compliment to the world history textbooks taught in universities
today." -- Journal of World History

"Wachtel's book not only dispels the myth of the Balkans as a land of violence and ancient hatreds, but also
focuses on the gradual transformation of the region from a "land in-between" and borderland into
contemporary Southeast Europe." --Slavic and Eastern European Journal

About the Author

Andrew Wachtel is Bertha and Max Dressler Professor of the Humanities; Dean of The Graduate School,
and Director, Roberta Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies all at Northwestern
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deloris Wagner:

Here thing why this The Balkans in World History (New Oxford World History) are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Balkans in World History (New Oxford World History) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with The Balkans in World History (New Oxford World History). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Balkans in World History
(New Oxford World History) in e-book can be your alternative.



Douglas Stevens:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Balkans in World
History (New Oxford World History) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.

Louis McCarthy:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Balkans in World History (New Oxford
World History) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

John Lockett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Balkans in World
History (New Oxford World History).
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