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Negritude has been defined by Léopold Sédar Senghor as "the sum of the cultural
values of the black world as they are expressed in the life, the institutions, and
the works of black men." Sylvia Washington Bâ analyzes Senghor's poetry to
show how the concept of negritude infuses it at every level. A biographical
sketch describes his childhood in Senegal, his distinguished academic career in
France, and his election as President of Senegal.

Themes of alienation and exile pervade Senghor's poetry, but it was by the
opposition of his sensitivity and values to those of Europe that he was able to
formulate his credo. Its key theme, and the supreme value of black African
civilization, is the concept of life forces, which are not attributes or accidents of
being, but the very essence of being. Life is an essentially dynamic mode of
being for the black African, and it has been Senghor's achievement to
communicate African intensity and vitality through his use of the nuances,
subtleties, and sonorities of the French language.

In the final chapter Sylvia Washington Bâ discusses the future of Senghor's belief
that the black man's culture should be recognized as valid not simply as a matter
of human justice, but because the values of negritude could be instrumental in the
reintegration of positive values into western civilization and the reorientation of
contemporary man toward life and love.

Originally published in 1973.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts
of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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Negritude has been defined by Léopold Sédar Senghor as "the sum of the cultural values of the black world
as they are expressed in the life, the institutions, and the works of black men." Sylvia Washington Bâ
analyzes Senghor's poetry to show how the concept of negritude infuses it at every level. A biographical
sketch describes his childhood in Senegal, his distinguished academic career in France, and his election as
President of Senegal.

Themes of alienation and exile pervade Senghor's poetry, but it was by the opposition of his sensitivity and
values to those of Europe that he was able to formulate his credo. Its key theme, and the supreme value of
black African civilization, is the concept of life forces, which are not attributes or accidents of being, but the
very essence of being. Life is an essentially dynamic mode of being for the black African, and it has been
Senghor's achievement to communicate African intensity and vitality through his use of the nuances,
subtleties, and sonorities of the French language.

In the final chapter Sylvia Washington Bâ discusses the future of Senghor's belief that the black man's
culture should be recognized as valid not simply as a matter of human justice, but because the values of
negritude could be instrumental in the reintegration of positive values into western civilization and the
reorientation of contemporary man toward life and love.

Originally published in 1973.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clair Lemanski:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor
(Princeton Legacy Library) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor
(Princeton Legacy Library) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still
thinking The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library) is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jesse Reid:

Typically the book The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy
Library) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Concept
of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library) is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar
Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Harold Esparza:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what



forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Concept of Negritude in the Poetry of Leopold Sedar Senghor (Princeton Legacy Library)
provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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