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It is difficult to assess an explanation of a belief, or a belief system in words,
Tobienne begins, and harder still to assign signification to such inexplicable
conviction[s]. This book addresses the often blurred line[s] between magic,
religion, and science within Spanish literature and history, and is divided into
three parts. The first section offers a brief overview of Spanish history from the
fifth century through the seventh century and looks at the divide between white
and black magic. White magic is often attributed to a divine agency, whereas
black magic is the result of dark or demonic influences. The second part of the
book looks at Alfonso X (also known as el Sabio, or the Wise) and his Las Siete
Partidas and Lapidario, and the role of how magic was received in the Spanish
university system and translating centers and spaces within Alfonsos court. The
final section examines two poems: Auto de Los Reyes Magos and the Vida de
Santa María Egipciaca in terms of the white magic concepts of mirabilia and
miracula. Collectively, these poems alongside Bishop Isidore of Sevilles
Etymologiae contribute to the discourse of a Medieval Spain and its rich,
intellectual history and moreover, provides a launching pad into this discussion
regarding a small window of quasi-tolerance in Spain amidst Muslims, Jews, and
Christians.
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It is difficult to assess an explanation of a belief, or a belief system in words, Tobienne begins, and harder
still to assign signification to such inexplicable conviction[s]. This book addresses the often blurred line[s]
between magic, religion, and science within Spanish literature and history, and is divided into three parts.
The first section offers a brief overview of Spanish history from the fifth century through the seventh century
and looks at the divide between white and black magic. White magic is often attributed to a divine agency,
whereas black magic is the result of dark or demonic influences. The second part of the book looks at
Alfonso X (also known as el Sabio, or the Wise) and his Las Siete Partidas and Lapidario, and the role of
how magic was received in the Spanish university system and translating centers and spaces within Alfonsos
court. The final section examines two poems: Auto de Los Reyes Magos and the Vida de Santa María
Egipciaca in terms of the white magic concepts of mirabilia and miracula. Collectively, these poems
alongside Bishop Isidore of Sevilles Etymologiae contribute to the discourse of a Medieval Spain and its
rich, intellectual history and moreover, provides a launching pad into this discussion regarding a small
window of quasi-tolerance in Spain amidst Muslims, Jews, and Christians.
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Editorial Review

Review
'...fascinating, clearly organized scholarly text...organised into three easy to follow chapters...covers its
subject with clarity and sufficient depth to make its point... This book will repay lengthy study, and would be
of great value in any program of medieval studies that at least touches on its twin subjects, magic and
medieval Spain. Iread it with pleasure and believe my readers will do the same.' John McLaughlin, PhD,
English Department, East Stroudsburg University, Emeritus "The author has painstakingly gathered a
number of important sources and offers a basic conclusion that the boundaries between magic, religion, and
science are ambiguous. The book is especially valuable in its inclusion of works from outside of Spain that
aid in illuminating that era's views. It serves as a well researched compliment to the growing corpus of
studies of magic in medieval Spain and will serve scholars who wish to pursue further studies in that area."
~Jennifer M. Corry, Berry College (Mystics Quarterly volume 35, no. 3-4, September/ December 2009)

About the Author
Francis Tobienne, Jr was born and raised in St. CroixU.S. Virgin Islands and attends Purdue University,
West Lafayette, Indiana. He is a Purdue Doctoral Fellow pursuing his Ph.D. in Medieval Studies Literature.
His interests include the intersection of critical race theory, ethics and medieval literature. He received his
Masters Degree from Purdue University in December 2007. Tobiennes publications include several articles
on cultural matters written for the Black Cultural Center at Purdue University and his poetry can be found in
Harvard Universitys Dudley Review and the Matthews House Project, webzine. In addition to his scholarly
pursuits, Mr. Tobienne is also an Instructor of English Composition at Purdue University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

The book The Position of Magic in Selected Medieval Spanish Texts can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Position of
Magic in Selected Medieval Spanish Texts? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Position of Magic in Selected Medieval Spanish Texts has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Cory Marshall:

This book untitled The Position of Magic in Selected Medieval Spanish Texts to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from



your list.

Daniel White:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Position of Magic in Selected
Medieval Spanish Texts can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have
The Position of Magic in Selected Medieval Spanish Texts.

Roberta Haile:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Position of Magic in Selected Medieval Spanish Texts we can take more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book The Position of Magic in Selected Medieval Spanish Texts. You can more attractive than now.
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