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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows
how African migrants and their political fraternities played a formative role in the
history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, no large
kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin.
Instead, each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or
"leopard," which was the highest indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local
communities while also managing regional and long-distance trade. Cross River
Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè
clubs covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá,
which became foundational to Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages
and practices that survived the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying
charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain deeper understanding
of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that
Cuban music, art, and even politics rely on complexities of these African-
inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard is an
unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation,
which has deeply influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played a formative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or "leopard," which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá, which became foundational to
Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played a formative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or "leopard," which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá, which became foundational to
Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.

From the Inside Flap
How African secret societies changed the music, art, and history of Cuba

About the Author
Ivor L. Miller, a cultural historian specializing in the African Diaspora in the Caribbean and the Americas, is
currently a Research Fellow at the African Studies Center, Boston University. His previous book, Aerosol
Kingdom: Subway Painters of New York City, was also published by University Press of Mississippi.

Engineer (Chief) Bassey E. Bassey of Nigeria is highly regarded in the Calabar community for his
knowledge of the history and practice of the Ékpè system and is the author of Ékpè Efik.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

The book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies
Series) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and
read a publication Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this guide?



John Harrison:

The reason why? Because this Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies
Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Augustus Chase:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Voice of the Leopard: African Secret
Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) as good book
not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by
its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Ernest Nunez:

This Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) is brand-new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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