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In 1842 a "barren island" was reluctantly ceded by China to an unenthusiastic
Britain. "Hong Kong", grumbled Palmerston, "will never be a mart of trade". But
from the outset the new colony prospered, its early growth owing much to the
energy and resourcefulness of opium traders, who soon diversified in more
respectable directions. In 1859 the Kowloon Peninsula was sold to Britain, and in
1898 a further area of the mainland, the "New Territories", was leased to Britain
for 99 years - the arrangement from which the present difficulties spring. Despite
its extraordinary economic success, which has made it one of the world's leading
commercial centres, Hong Kong has never quite shaken off the raffishness of its
early days. It has continued to be a source of embarrassment to British
governments, and now, as its enforced return to China approaches, its future is
the focus of worldwide attention and speculation. This work is an evocation of
Hong Kong and the characters of those who shaped it, from its buccaneering
origins to its post-war growth.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Frank Welsh was born in Washington, County Durham, and educated at Magdalene College, Cambridge. He
has had a varied career in international business and banking, including service on the boards of nationalised
industries and as a member of the Royal Commission on the National Health Service. His books include 'The
Profit of the State', 'Uneasy City', 'Building the Trireme' and 'A History of Hong Kong'. Frank Welsh lives in
France and England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Bland:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this A History of Hong Kong.

Kellie Smith:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A History of Hong Kong book as this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Thomas Hall:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is A
History of Hong Kong.



Robert Baxter:

This A History of Hong Kong is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A History of Hong Kong
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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