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Jeffrey Escoffier traces the emergence of a gay and lesbian political identity over
the last four decades in this wide-ranging collection of his most influential
essays. Situating the development of gay and lesbian communities in a broad
sweep of recent American history, Escoffier examines how an urban subculture
created by stigmatized and invisible men and women evolved into a vital public
community with an activist political agenda and an influential position in
contemporary American culture. Detailing what he calls the "political economy
of the closet," Escoffier argues that the market process often played a crucial role
(for better or for worse) in the emergence of gay and lesbian communities, and
conversely, that these new communities have significantly impacted the
American marketplace.

From the development of a camp sensibility in popular culture—inspired by the
erotic exhibitionism of drag queens—to the public reformation of safer-sex
guidelines, Escoffier demonstrates how the gay movement has gradually acquired
both social authority and recognition as a booming market. Throughout the
ongoing struggle for legitimacy, gays and lesbians have had to negotiate the
historical tension between the homoeroticism that courses through American
culture and periodic outbreaks of homophobic paranoia. Escoffier follows the
lesbian and gay movement across the contested terrain of American political life
between the poles of multiculturalism and the religious right, to reveal how
sexual minorities constitute a challenge to American society even as they are
thoroughly integrated as citizens and kin. From McCarthy-era witchhunts to the
activism of Queer Nation, Escoffier vividly describes the characteristic American
homosexual journey through the tangled political web of authenticity, identity,
and community.
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Jeffrey Escoffier traces the emergence of a gay and lesbian political identity over the last four decades in this
wide-ranging collection of his most influential essays. Situating the development of gay and lesbian
communities in a broad sweep of recent American history, Escoffier examines how an urban subculture
created by stigmatized and invisible men and women evolved into a vital public community with an activist
political agenda and an influential position in contemporary American culture. Detailing what he calls the
"political economy of the closet," Escoffier argues that the market process often played a crucial role (for
better or for worse) in the emergence of gay and lesbian communities, and conversely, that these new
communities have significantly impacted the American marketplace.

From the development of a camp sensibility in popular culture—inspired by the erotic exhibitionism of drag
queens—to the public reformation of safer-sex guidelines, Escoffier demonstrates how the gay movement
has gradually acquired both social authority and recognition as a booming market. Throughout the ongoing
struggle for legitimacy, gays and lesbians have had to negotiate the historical tension between the
homoeroticism that courses through American culture and periodic outbreaks of homophobic paranoia.
Escoffier follows the lesbian and gay movement across the contested terrain of American political life
between the poles of multiculturalism and the religious right, to reveal how sexual minorities constitute a
challenge to American society even as they are thoroughly integrated as citizens and kin. From McCarthy-
era witchhunts to the activism of Queer Nation, Escoffier vividly describes the characteristic American
homosexual journey through the tangled political web of authenticity, identity, and community.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Jeffrey Escoffier has been writing about gay and lesbian life since the 1970s. He was a founding member of
the hugely influential journal The Gay Alternative as well as the executive editor and publisher of
OUT/LOOK, the quarterly that redefined gay and lesbian publishing in the late 1980s. Through it all, he has
been in the vanguard of shaping, planing, and enlivening gay politics. In American Homo, Escoffier has
collected almost 20 years' worth of essays that display not only his growth as a thinker, but provide a map to
the past and future of gay theory.

Escoffier's interests mirror the enormous changes that have occurred in gay life over the past two decades. In
his early chapters, he traces the rise of the gay movement and the increasing importance of visible sexuality
in gay people's lives, moving from there to the importance of how identity manifests itself in community and
politics. He discusses the tensions that exist between a professionalized homosexual politic (particularly in
the academy) and the more independent, community-based models of grass-roots groups such as ACT UP
and Queer Nation. Escoffier is able to communicate complicated ideas in plain language, and his vision and
common sense are enlightening. American Homo is the perfect culmination to an already distinguished
career. --Michael Bronski

From Library Journal
In the deconstructionist tradition of Foucault and Marcuse, this collection of essays and articles by gay writer
and educator Escoffier spans 15 years in the author's attempt to "recode" the sociopolitical identity of gays
and lesbians in contemporary American life. Covering such topics as sexual revolution and the politics of
gay identity, the political economy of the closet, and the limits of multiculturalism, the author traces the
burgeoning political vitality of gays and lesbians and how that vitality challenges the traditional heterosexist
political and economic hegemony. The author concludes that in order to overcome the antidemocratic agenda
of the far Right, gays and lesbians will have to unite with other social movements in a Rainbow Coalition-
type organization. The French intellectual tradition is very much alive in this work. Suited primarily for
academic and large collections where queer social theory is read.?Jeffery Ingram, Newport P.L., OR
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap

"It is rare to find a writer whose intellectual orientations so effortlessly span the gaps from political
sociology to cultural studies to economic history. It is likewise rare to find a solid analysis of contemporary
politics and culture in which the emphasis on identity and discourse is grounded in a concern with social
structure and cultural process. The virtue of Escoffier's articulate prose is its insistent concern with the
relation between high theory and the struggles of everyday life."—Steven Epstein, author of Impure Science

"Through his three decades as an independent, activist intellectual, Jeffrey Escoffier has established himself
as one of the senior statesmen in the field of gay and lesbian studies. His experience and intellectual acumen
bridge both the 'town-gown' divide and the transition from gay studies to queer theory and cultural studies.
This is a wise, original book from one of our finest."—Judith Stacey, Streisand Professor, University of
Southern California



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erica Rawlins:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this American Homo: Community and Perversity, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Leona Tidwell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People
is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely American Homo: Community and Perversity.

Paul Steinbach:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and American Homo: Community and
Perversity or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes American Homo: Community and Perversity to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Margo Soares:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
American Homo: Community and Perversity. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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