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Amongst intellectuals and activists, neoliberalism has become a potent signifier
for the kind of free-market thinking that has dominated politics for the past three
decades. Forever associated with the conviction politics of Ronald Reagan and
Margaret Thatcher, the free-market project has since become synonymous with
the "Washington consensus" on international development policy and the
phenomenon of corporate globalization, where it has come to mean privatization,
deregulation, and the opening up of new markets. But beyond its utility as a
protest slogan or buzzword as shorthand for the political-economic Zeitgeist,
what do we know about where neoliberalism came from and how it spread? Who
are the neoliberals, and why do they studiously avoid the label?

Constructions of Neoliberal Reason presents a radical critique of the free-market
project, from its origins in the first half of the 20th century through to the recent
global economic crisis, from the utopian dreams of Friedrich von Hayek through
the dogmatic theories of the Chicago School to the hope and hubris of
Obamanomics. The book traces how neoliberalism went from crank science to
common sense in the period between the Great Depression and the age of
Obama.

Constructions of Neoliberal Reason dramatizes the rise of neoliberalism and its
uneven spread as an intellectual, political, and cultural project, combining
genealogical analysis with situated case studies of formative moments throughout
the world, like New York City's bankruptcy, Hurricane Katrina, and the Wall
Street crisis of 2008. The book names and tracks some of neoliberalism's key
protagonists, as well as some of the less visible bit-part players. It explores how
this adaptive regime of market rule was produced and reproduced, its logics and
limits, its faults and its fate.
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Amongst intellectuals and activists, neoliberalism has become a potent signifier for the kind of free-market
thinking that has dominated politics for the past three decades. Forever associated with the conviction
politics of Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher, the free-market project has since become synonymous
with the "Washington consensus" on international development policy and the phenomenon of corporate
globalization, where it has come to mean privatization, deregulation, and the opening up of new markets. But
beyond its utility as a protest slogan or buzzword as shorthand for the political-economic Zeitgeist, what do
we know about where neoliberalism came from and how it spread? Who are the neoliberals, and why do they
studiously avoid the label?

Constructions of Neoliberal Reason presents a radical critique of the free-market project, from its origins in
the first half of the 20th century through to the recent global economic crisis, from the utopian dreams of
Friedrich von Hayek through the dogmatic theories of the Chicago School to the hope and hubris of
Obamanomics. The book traces how neoliberalism went from crank science to common sense in the period
between the Great Depression and the age of Obama.

Constructions of Neoliberal Reason dramatizes the rise of neoliberalism and its uneven spread as an
intellectual, political, and cultural project, combining genealogical analysis with situated case studies of
formative moments throughout the world, like New York City's bankruptcy, Hurricane Katrina, and the Wall
Street crisis of 2008. The book names and tracks some of neoliberalism's key protagonists, as well as some
of the less visible bit-part players. It explores how this adaptive regime of market rule was produced and
reproduced, its logics and limits, its faults and its fate.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Constructions of Neoliberal Reason is destined to become a classic. In it, Jamie Peck provides a masterful
account of an infinitely adaptive free-market project. I know of no other text that is able to tell such a robust
social history of neoliberalization; I know of no other scholar so attentive to the 'mongrel' character of
market fundamentalism. By foregrounding the creativity of neoliberal reason, Peck is able to demonstrate
how this global common sense requires of us all constant analytical and political vigilance. Social science
scholars and students will long be grateful to Peck for this much-needed intervention." --Ananya Roy,
Professor, Department of City and Regional Planning, Friesen Chair in Urban Studies; Co-Director, Global
Metropolitan Studies Center; and Education Director, Blum Center for Developing Economies, University of
California, Berkeley

"Many fascinating skeletons fall out of the closet in this brilliant genealogy of free-market extremism and its
reign as 'common-sense'."--Mike Davis, author of Planet of Slums and Distinguished Professor, University
of California, Riverside

"Most critics of neoliberalism leave the reader mystified at to how such flawed ideas could ever have
become so powerful. Jamie Peck is the rare exception; his new book eviscerates neoliberal claims while
simultaneously revealing the intellectual tricks and political maneuverings by which an always changing and
deeply contradictory doctrine established its hegemony." --Fred Block, Research Professor of Sociology,
University of California at Davis

"It is a daunting task to write a history of neoliberalism that also illustrates the complexity and diversity of
present-day neoliberal ideas and strategies in under 300 pages... those historians who are interested in the
social and historical context of economic knowledge will find a very good synthesis of a wide range of
research that has been published in the last ten years, as well as thought-provoking conceptions of neoliberal
governance in the present day." --Journal of the History of Economic Thought

About the Author

Jamie Peck holds the Canada Research Chair in Urban and Regional Political Economy at the University of
British Columbia, where he is a Professor of Geography.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Johnathan Fuller:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Constructions of Neoliberal Reason.

Thomas Krieg:

The book Constructions of Neoliberal Reason make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Constructions of Neoliberal Reason to
get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book Constructions
of Neoliberal Reason. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kelsey Jimenez:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Constructions of Neoliberal
Reason to read.

Cynthia Barksdale:

The reserve with title Constructions of Neoliberal Reason contains a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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