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Editorial Review

Review
Before he coined the Latin and Greek hybrid term “sociology” for his new science, Auguste Comte used the
label “social physics.” In contrast, Little (philosophy and sociology, Univ. of Michigan) argues that
“sociology is not like physics.” And what he says about sociology applies to other social sciences, from
ethnography to economics. Social scientists who search for general theories a la physics demonstrate a
failure to understand several critical aspects of social phenomena: heterogeneity, causal complexity,
contingency, path dependency, and plasticity. Little calls for the use of “methodological localism,” in which
institutions and organizations (meso-level) provide the grounding for an understanding of the meaning of
actor behavior (micro-level). Finally, he supports Robert K. Merton’s call for middle-range theories... Little’s
ability to explore basic issues from philosophy with contemporary examples from various social sciences
will make this work a valued source for social scientists, and philosophers will gain insight into the
applicability of their concepts to the work of practicing contemporary social scientists. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. Graduate students and faculty in the philosophy of social science and in the social sciences.
(CHOICE)

Long the most careful observer of social science among analytical philosophers, Dan Little actually reads
what we social scientists say. His new book is thus the most up-to-date and best informed treatment of social
science from the ranks of analytical philosophy. That quality makes New Directions in the Philosophy of
Social Science required reading for both social scientists and philosophers. (Douglas Porpora, Professor of
Sociology, Drexel University)

Daniel Little is a master of synthesis. Where others build barriers between philosophical traditions, he looks
for the value in each and how to combine them fruitfully. This book brings together cutting edge ideas from
all the most influential contemporary philosophies of the social sciences. Packed with stimulating and
accessible debates, it will immediately become a core text. (Dave Elder-Vass, Reader in Sociology,
Loughborough University)

About the Author
Daniel Little is Chancellor and Professor of Philosophy at the University of Michigan-Dearborn and
Professor of Sociology at the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor. His many publications include New
Contributions to the Philosophy of History (2010), The Paradox of Wealth and Poverty (2003), and
Microfoundations, Method, and Causation: Essays in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences (1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Olivieri:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular New Directions in the Philosophy of
Social Science is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.



Kathy Vaughn:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving New Directions in the
Philosophy of Social Science that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick New Directions in the Philosophy of Social
Science become your starter.

Nathan Barnes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this New Directions in the Philosophy of Social
Science publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question New Directions in the
Philosophy of Social Science as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide
that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Philip Martin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book New Directions in the Philosophy of Social Science was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book New Directions in the Philosophy
of Social Science has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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