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Most histories of twentieth-century architecture cite Peter Behrens' influence on
three of his protégés--Walter Gropius, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, and Le
Corbusier--and mention the turbine factory and arc lamp he designed for the
German electrical firm AEG. Now Behrens' full contribution to the history of
twentieth-century architecture is finally told, in Stanford Anderson's
indispensable guide to one of the great designers of our century.The author was
first attracted to Behrens as one of the emblematic figures in the development of
architectural modernism. Over the years, he has reflected critically on the
growing body of Behrens scholarship that has appeared on both sides of the
Atlantic, as well as on the views of such tastemakers as Philip Johnson, who
rejected Behrens' AEG Turbine Factory, the signature icon of his early
experiments in modernism, in favor of his later conservatively classical work.
Anderson now assimilates decades of research into a definitive work that
considers Behrens from the most nuanced perspective yet and that clarifies many
problematic issues such as Behrens' endorsement of historical determinism and
his work on Hitler's proposed monumental axis in Berlin.The book looks at the
cultural and architectural context in which Behrens worked, his early career, and
the relation of his own house in Darmstadt to his ideal of a society where life is
formed as art. It also looks at his directorship of the School of Arts and Crafts in
Düsseldorf, where he drew on the work of such brilliant historiographers of art
and architecture as Alois Riegl and August Schmarsow. In his conclusion,
Anderson considers Behrens' melancholy in the face of modern industrial society
and his avoidance of a direct address of life, despite, or rather because of, his
professed commitment to express life as art.
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of architectural modernism. Over the years, he has reflected critically on the growing body of Behrens
scholarship that has appeared on both sides of the Atlantic, as well as on the views of such tastemakers as
Philip Johnson, who rejected Behrens' AEG Turbine Factory, the signature icon of his early experiments in
modernism, in favor of his later conservatively classical work. Anderson now assimilates decades of research
into a definitive work that considers Behrens from the most nuanced perspective yet and that clarifies many
problematic issues such as Behrens' endorsement of historical determinism and his work on Hitler's proposed
monumental axis in Berlin.The book looks at the cultural and architectural context in which Behrens worked,
his early career, and the relation of his own house in Darmstadt to his ideal of a society where life is formed
as art. It also looks at his directorship of the School of Arts and Crafts in Düsseldorf, where he drew on the
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Editorial Review

Review

"A first-rate study, unlikely to be surpassed." Choice

"Reveals a profound understanding of the social and cultural context in which Behrens operated and of the
crucial issues of artistic theory in early twentieth-century Germany." Gabriele Bryant AA Files

"Reveals a profound understanding of...the crucial issues of artistic theory in early twentieth-century
Germany." Gabriele Bryant AA Files

"Reveals a profound understanding...of the crucial issues of artistic theory in early twentieth-century
Germany." Gabriele Bryant AA Files

"This clear and critical book... is a welcome addition to the still rather small literature on Behrens in
English." E. Mumford

About the Author
Stanford Anderson is Head of the Department of Architecture at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Peter Behrens and a New Architecture for the Twentieth Century.



Galen Dent:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Peter Behrens and a New Architecture for
the Twentieth Century will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book
with you?

John Ashton:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Peter Behrens and a New Architecture for the
Twentieth Century had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Peter Behrens and a New Architecture
for the Twentieth Century is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Peter Behrens and a New Architecture for the Twentieth Century. You never
really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Ann Bland:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Peter Behrens and a New Architecture for
the Twentieth Century is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.
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