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"The Bottom Rung" presents an in-depth investigation of a population that is
becoming extinct in American society: the black farmer. Tracing patterns of
marriage and childbearing among both whites and blacks during the first decades
of this century, Stewart Tolnay pursues questions about how black southern farm
families were formed and dissolved, how they educated their children or put
them to work in the fields, and how they migrated in search of opportunity.
Further, he considers the possible legacy of these experiences for family life in
contemporary urban environments. Making revealing and innovative use of
public records from the early part of the twentieth century, Tolnay challenges the
widely held idea that southern migrants to northern cities carried with them a
dysfunctional family culture. He demonstrates the powerful impact of economic
conditions on family life and views patterns of marriage and childbearing as
responsive to prevailing social, economic, and political conditions. In a
provocative extension of this perspective, Tolnay argues that current high levels
of single-parenthood among urban African American families likewise reflect
rational responses to the socio-economic environment and government policies.
By placing post-World War II demographic developments in a wider historical
perspective, "The Bottom Rung" sheds new light on recent discussions of the
difficulties faced by the modern black urban family. The text is enhanced by
Dorothea Lange's and Russell Lee's poignant photographs.
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"The Bottom Rung" presents an in-depth investigation of a population that is becoming extinct in American
society: the black farmer. Tracing patterns of marriage and childbearing among both whites and blacks
during the first decades of this century, Stewart Tolnay pursues questions about how black southern farm
families were formed and dissolved, how they educated their children or put them to work in the fields, and
how they migrated in search of opportunity. Further, he considers the possible legacy of these experiences
for family life in contemporary urban environments. Making revealing and innovative use of public records
from the early part of the twentieth century, Tolnay challenges the widely held idea that southern migrants to
northern cities carried with them a dysfunctional family culture. He demonstrates the powerful impact of
economic conditions on family life and views patterns of marriage and childbearing as responsive to
prevailing social, economic, and political conditions. In a provocative extension of this perspective, Tolnay
argues that current high levels of single-parenthood among urban African American families likewise reflect
rational responses to the socio-economic environment and government policies. By placing post-World War
II demographic developments in a wider historical perspective, "The Bottom Rung" sheds new light on
recent discussions of the difficulties faced by the modern black urban family. The text is enhanced by
Dorothea Lange's and Russell Lee's poignant photographs.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This exciting and innovative analysis should be required reading for anyone seeking to understand the
origins of African-American family structure...Although the book has much to offer specialists, it is suitable
for a broad audience, including undergraduates in introductory courses... A major contribution to the
literature." - Steven Ruggles, American Journal of Sociology "By viewing developments over the course of
the century, first in the rural South and then in urban settings, Tolnay explains how economic changes,
government policies, and racial discrimination affected black families. Tolnay's arguments are persuasive,
and his study deserves careful attention." - William F. Holmes, The Journal of American History "A solid
piece of scholarship. Tolnay's analysis illustrates the vital demographic patterns that defined southern black
life in the first half of the 20th century, without forgetting the people behind the numbers." - Labour History
"Both a useful introduction to the demography of African-Americans and an important work that definitively
established important patterns of African-American demographic behavior in the first half of the 20th
century... A solid piece of scholarship." -- Labor History ADVANCE PRAISE "Tolnay's argument
contradicts the received wisdom of both the popular media and much scholarship. This is a timely and
critical study, important for scholars and forthose interested in public policy."-Orville Vernon Burton, author
of In My Father's House Are Many Mansions: Family and Community in Edgefield, South Carolina

About the Author
Stewart Tolnay is S. Frank Miyamoto Professor of Sociology at the University of Washington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life
on Southern Farms as your daily resource information.

Tim Walton:

The book The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farms will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life
on Southern Farms is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.



Dennis James:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farms was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Ryan Dewitt:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farms can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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