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From the groundbreaking author of The Second Sex comes a radical
argument for ethical responsibility and freedom.

In this classic introduction to existentialist thought, French philosopher Simone
de Beauvoir’s The Ethics of Ambiguity simultaneously pays homage to and
grapples with her French contemporaries, philosophers Jean-Paul Sartre and
Maurice Merleau-Ponty, by arguing that the freedoms in existentialism carry
with them certain ethical responsibilities. De Beauvoir outlines a series of “ways
of being” (the adventurer, the passionate person, the lover, the artist, and the
intellectual), each of which overcomes the former’s deficiencies, and
therefore can live up to the responsibilities of freedom. Ultimately, de Beauvoir
argues that in order to achieve true freedom, one must battle against the choices
and activities of those who suppress it. 

The Ethics of Ambiguity is the book that launched Simone de Beauvoir’s feminist
and existential philosophy. It remains a concise yet thorough examination of
existence and what it means to be human.
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From the groundbreaking author of The Second Sex comes a radical argument for ethical
responsibility and freedom.

In this classic introduction to existentialist thought, French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir’s The Ethics of
Ambiguity simultaneously pays homage to and grapples with her French contemporaries, philosophers Jean-
Paul Sartre and Maurice Merleau-Ponty, by arguing that the freedoms in existentialism carry with them
certain ethical responsibilities. De Beauvoir outlines a series of “ways of being” (the adventurer, the
passionate person, the lover, the artist, and the intellectual), each of which overcomes the former’s
deficiencies, and therefore can live up to the responsibilities of freedom. Ultimately, de Beauvoir argues that
in order to achieve true freedom, one must battle against the choices and activities of those who suppress it. 

The Ethics of Ambiguity is the book that launched Simone de Beauvoir’s feminist and existential philosophy.
It remains a concise yet thorough examination of existence and what it means to be human.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

French Existentialist philosopher, intellectual, and social theorist Simone de Beauvoir (1908–1986) was best
known for her writings on Existentialist ethics and feminist Existentialism, as well as for her infamous
polyamorous relationship with fellow French Existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre. World-renowned for her
metaphysical novels She Came to Stay and The Mandarins, de Beauvoir also wrote a number of essays on
philosophy, politics, and social issues. Her diverse writings also include biographies, as well as her four-
volume autobiography, made up of Memoirs of a Dutiful Daughter, The Prime of Life, Force of
Circumstance, and All Said and Done. In addition to her philosophical writing, de Beauvoir was an ardent
feminist, her most famous philosophical work being The Second Sex, which is consistently referenced in the
study of feminism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Toni Bays:

This The Ethics of Ambiguity book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Ethics of Ambiguity
without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry The Ethics of Ambiguity can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Ethics of
Ambiguity having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Mary Perez:

Beside this particular The Ethics of Ambiguity in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Ethics of
Ambiguity because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do
not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book as well as read it from today!

Lee Erbe:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is referred to as of book The Ethics of Ambiguity. You can contribute your knowledge by it.



Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

David Blunt:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Ethics of Ambiguity when you necessary it?
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