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The ontological argument for the existence of God has been a constant in the
philosophy of religion sinceits first formulation by Anselm of Canterbury in the
11th century. In the 17th century, it was revived by René Descartes, and ever
since has been a subject of dispute and much debate among philosophers.
Descartes formulated it as follows:

"Premise 1: That which we clearly understand to belong to the true and
immutable nature, or essence, or form of something, can be truly asserted of that
thing.

"Premise 2: But once we have made a sufficiently careful investigation into what
God is, we clearly and distinctly understand that existence belongs to his true and
immutable nature.

Conclusion: Hence we can now truly assert of God that he does exits'

In thisinteresting history of the argument, philosopher Kevin J. Harrelson shows
that the defense of the ontological argument is more consistent and persuasive
than has frequently been supposed. In addition to correcting many common
misunderstandings about the argument, the author highlights what appears to be
an irremovabl e tension between the conclusion and the explanation of the proof.
Both the common objections to the argument and its historical development in
early modern philosophy are explained in light of this tension.
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The ontological argument for the existence of God has been a constant in the philosophy of religion since its
first formulation by Anselm of Canterbury in the 11th century. In the 17th century, it was revived by René
Descartes, and ever since has been a subject of dispute and much debate among philosophers. Descartes
formulated it asfollows:

"Premise 1: That which we clearly understand to belong to the true and immutabl e nature, or essence, or
form of something, can be truly asserted of that thing.

"Premise 2: But once we have made a sufficiently careful investigation into what God is, we clearly and
distinctly understand that existence belongsto his true and immutable nature.

Conclusion: Hence we can now truly assert of God that he does exits"

In thisinteresting history of the argument, philosopher Kevin J. Harrelson shows that the defense of the
ontological argument is more consistent and persuasive than has frequently been supposed. In addition to
correcting many common misunderstandings about the argument, the author highlights what appears to be an
irremovabl e tension between the conclusion and the explanation of the proof. Both the common objections to
the argument and its historical development in early modern philosophy are explained in light of this tension.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kevin J. Harrelson is an assistant professor of philosophy at Ball State University in Muncie, IN. He has
taught humanities at Kentucky, and philosophy at the University of North Dakota. His research areas arein
early modern philosophy, German Idealism, and the philosophy of religion. His current research projects
focus on religious belief and the justification thereof in the early modern period. He has published numerous
biographical articlesin the Dictionary of Eighteenth-Century German Philosophers.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tyrone Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel. Try to
face the book The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel as your close friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mary Killgore:

The book The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Ontological
Argument from Descartes to Hegel to get your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and
read a book The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

George Miller:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for
awhileisreading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Ontological
Argument from Descartes to Hegel book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.



Martin Hobson:

Here thing why this specific The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel are different and trusted to
be yours. First of al reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer whichis
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Ontological
Argument from Descartes to Hegel in e-book can be your substitute.
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