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How does language work? How do children learn their mother tongue? Why do
languages change over time, making Shakespearean English difficult for us and
Chaucer's English almost incomprehensible? Why do languages have so many
quirks and irregularities? Are they all fundamentally alike? How are new words
created? Where in the brain does language reside?

In Words and Rules, Steven Pinker answers these and many other questions. His
book shares the wit and style of his classic, The Language Instinct, but explores
language in a completely different way. In Words and Rules, Pinker explains the
profound mysteries of language by picking a deceptively simple phenomenon
and examining it from every angle. The phenomenon—regular and irregular
verbs—connects an astonishing array of topics in the sciences and humanities:
the history of languages, the theories of Noam Chomsky and his critics; the
attempts to simulate language using computer simulations of neural networks; the
illuminating errors of children as they begin to speak; the nature of human
concepts; the peculiarities of the English language; major ideas in the history of
Western philosophy; the latest techniques in identifying genes and imaging the
living brain.

Pinker makes sense of all of this with the help of a single, powerful idea: that
language comprises a mental dictionary of memorized words and a mental
grammar of creative rules. The idea extends beyond language and offers insight
into the very nature of the human mind. This is a sparkling, eye-opening and
utterly original book by one of the world's leading cognitive scientists.
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making Shakespearean English difficult for us and Chaucer's English almost incomprehensible? Why do
languages have so many quirks and irregularities? Are they all fundamentally alike? How are new words
created? Where in the brain does language reside?

In Words and Rules, Steven Pinker answers these and many other questions. His book shares the wit and
style of his classic, The Language Instinct, but explores language in a completely different way. In Words
and Rules, Pinker explains the profound mysteries of language by picking a deceptively simple phenomenon
and examining it from every angle. The phenomenon—regular and irregular verbs—connects an astonishing
array of topics in the sciences and humanities: the history of languages, the theories of Noam Chomsky and
his critics; the attempts to simulate language using computer simulations of neural networks; the illuminating
errors of children as they begin to speak; the nature of human concepts; the peculiarities of the English
language; major ideas in the history of Western philosophy; the latest techniques in identifying genes and
imaging the living brain.

Pinker makes sense of all of this with the help of a single, powerful idea: that language comprises a mental
dictionary of memorized words and a mental grammar of creative rules. The idea extends beyond language
and offers insight into the very nature of the human mind. This is a sparkling, eye-opening and utterly
original book by one of the world's leading cognitive scientists.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Human languages are capable of expressing a literally endless number of different ideas. How do we manage
it--so effortlessly that we scarcely ever stop to think about it? In Words and Rules: The Ingredients of
Language, a look at the simple concepts that we use to devise works as complex as love sonnets and tax
laws, renowned neuroscientist and linguist Steven Pinker shows us how. The latest linguistic research
suggests that each of us stores a limited (though large) number of words and word-parts in memory and
manipulates them with a much smaller number of rules to produce every writing and utterance, and Pinker
explains every step of the way with engaging good humor.

Pinker's enthusiasm for the subject infects the reader, particularly as he emphasizes the relation between how
we communicate and how we think. What does it mean that a small child who has never heard the word wug
can tell a researcher that when one wug meets another, there are two wugs? Some rule must be telling the
child that English plurals end in -s, which also explains mistakes like mouses. Is our communication linked
inextricably with our thinking? Pinker says yes, and it's hard to disagree. Words and Rules is an excellent
introduction to and overview of current thinking about language, and will greatly reward the careful reader
with new ways of thinking about how we think, talk, and write. --Rob Lightner

From Publishers Weekly
MIT linguist Pinker builds on his previous successes (How the Mind Works; The Language Instinct) with
another book explaining how we learn and deploy word, phrase and utterance. Some linguists (notably Noam
Chomsky) have argued that everything in speech comes from hidden, hard-wired rules. Others (notably some
computer scientists) claim that we learn language by association, picking up raw data first. Pinker argues that
our brains exhibit both kinds of thought, and that we can see them both in English verbs: rule application
("combination") governs regular verbs, memory ("lookup") handles irregulars. The interplay of the two
characterizes all language, perhaps all thought. Each of Pinker's 10 chapters takes up a different field of
research, but all 10 concern regular and irregular forms of words. Pinker shows what scientists learn from
children's speech errors (My brother got sick and pukeded); from survey questions (What do you call more
than one wug?); from similar rules in varying languages (English, German and Arapesh); from theoretical
models and their failings and from brain disorders like jargon anomia (whose victims use complex sentences,
but say things like "nose cone" when they mean "phone call"). Sometimes Pinker explains linguists' current
consensus; at other times, he makes a case for his own theoretical school. His previous books have been
accused of excessive ambition; here he largely sticks to his own fields. The result, with its crisp prose and
neat analogies, makes required reading for anyone interested in cognition and language. (Oct.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
For more than a dozen years, Pinker (brain and cognitive sciences, MIT) has conducted experimental studies
of human linguistic behavior and pondered the nature of language and its relation to the brain. He has
thereby contributed voluminously to scientific literature in the still youthful field of cognitive science. In
recent years, much of his time in the lab as well as theoretical analysis has focused on a single phenomenon--
regular and irregular verbs. By attacking this phenomenon from a wide variety of disciplines, Pinker enters
some of the great debates about how the brain processes language. In explaining how language works and
how we learn it, he summarizes current research and competing theoretical models in an extremely readable
and enjoyable style. With this title and with his previous ones, The Language Instinct and How the Mind
Works, Pinker joins Stephen J. Gould, Richard Dawkins, and Daniel Dennett as one of the great popularizers



of modern science.
-Paul A. D'Alessandro, Portland P.L., ME
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Words and Rules: The
Ingredients Of Language book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Elnora Perry:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Words and Rules: The Ingredients Of Language as the
daily resource information.

Thomas Brim:

Words and Rules: The Ingredients Of Language can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Words and Rules: The Ingredients Of Language
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Mary Adams:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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